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very beast of burden, and be forced to ifvestigate, 
look into, explore, and pronounce upon every 
question which any citizen may think proper to 
refer to them. Sir, there are other reagons to 
support the position [ have advanced. 
bers of the Senate know full well how that commit- 
tee is constituted; they know, sir, that I stand 
alone; four Senators of the South to one from the 
North. Does any man, can any man, hesitate or 
doubt as to what wifl be the action of that com- 
mittee? No man can} sir. Sir, | would be willing 
to go as far as he who goes furthest upon the doc- 
trine of the right of petition; [ would go as far as 
he who goes furthest in reference to an apprapria- 
tion by this Government which would relieve us 
from the curse of free blacks; but I ask, is there a 
probable hope that any opinion may be obtained 
from the Judiciary Committee in favor of the con- 
stitutional power of this Government to make such 
appropriations at this time? 

Mr. WESTCOTT. Will the Senator from New 
Jersey permit me to interrupt him a moment by 
stating a fact in relation to this matter? 4 

Mr. DAYTON. Certainly. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I would simply state that 
there is a petition which has been referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, praying for a law authoriz- 
ing the transportation of free blacks by our public 
ships of war, now pending their action, and upon 
which a decision must be made. 

Mr. DAYTON. Yes! I suppose the Judiciary 
Committee will take action upon the matter ac- 
cording to their sound discretion; that is, if they 
think it advisable to prepare a written report, and 
express an opinion upon the constitutionality of 
granting the petition, they will do so; otherwise it 
may lie in the committee room for some time to 
come. But in this case, when the Senate instructs 
the committee in advance to adopt a certain course 
of action, it must be evident that we would feel 
obliged to conform our report to the instructions 
of the Senate. 
to having the action and judgment of the com- 
mittee forestalled upon this question, and that 
is, because | am unwilling to open up another 
topic of excitement. Iam unwilling, sir, to drag 
into this exciting question the only institution 
which now conciliates the kind feeling, the phi- 
lanthropy, of both North and South. I refer to 
the Colonizatio Society—a society that in times 
past has placed itself for its success upon the 
sound feelings, virtuous hearts, and individual 
philanthropy of the citizen. I do not wish, for 
one, sir, that that question should be brought in 
here, for fear, sir, that those who were its former 
friends might be enlisted against the institution as 
an appurtenant to this vexed question of excite- 
ment. For Heaven’s sake, sir, let us keep aloof 
from that! The Senator from Kentucky, and 


of this institution—in fact one of the most distin- 


guished citizens of Kentucky is one of its fathers. | 
And now the oe is to be presented here, and | 


the Judiciary Committee is to be called on to ex- 
press an opinion under the instructions of the 
Senate, whether or not the Government can and 
will aid in the colonization of free blacks. This 
question, sir, is to be dragged into the vortex. I 
have personally no sensitiveness, sir, upon the 
subject; Senators know full well where and how 
I stand; but, for one, I de deprecate unnecessary 
action, I do deprecate unnecessary excitement, 
and I ask only in reference to this memorial the 
course of action which is common in reference to 
other petitions. 

Mr. President, it is no part of my purpose to 
consume the time of the Senate. By an examina- 
tion of the twelfth rule, I believe | have the right 
to make a motion to strike out that part of the 
Senator’s motion which gives certain instructions 
to the committee to which the memorial is pro- 
posed to be referred. Considering that I have that 
right, | would make~that motion, so that the me- 
morial may be referred as all other memorials are 
referred, 

The motion was then put and carried. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
14 


The mem- @ 


I have another objection, sir, | 
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is now upon the reference of 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MASON. I do not mean to enter into an 
arzument similar in kind to those entered into by 
gentleman on the other side of the Chamber 
When the discussion upon this very interesting 
topic properly arises, I shail fee! myself bour L to 
take part®in it, 
without intending any disrespect whatever to the 
Senator who moved this reference , or to the con- 
stituency which he represents in the State of Ken- 
tucky—that I do not feel myself at liberty, rep- 
resenting as I do one of those States where the 


\ ’ 
the memorial to the 


What I desire to say now is— 


institution of slavery prevails, to permit any in- 
quiry—so far as my vote will give such permis- 
sion—to be gone into upon this floor of any matter 
pertaining to that institution. ' 
which this body cannot approach without doing 
injury and mischief to the institution, I feel my- 
self called on, therefore, whenever subjects are 
presented that will affect itin any form, so to direct 
my vote as to evince, on the part of Virginia at 
least, as one of its representatives, a determination 
to allow no inquiry into that subject of any kind 
or description. I should feel, sir, that I was hu- 
miliating my State as well as myself to discuss any 
matter pertaining to the subject, were it not for the 


It is a subject, str, 


| alleziance which I owe to the Constitution; and it 
| is only because I know that my feeble aid must be 


extended to protect that Constitution from violence 
and destruction that I] take any part in the debates 
when they arise upon this topic. lam confident 
that debate will arise, and when it does, I shall 
feel called upon to express myself clearly and in- 
telligibly as to what the course of Virgimia must 
be when the question is finally voted*upon, That 
course, I believe, I may say she is now about to 
vindicate by her General Assembly; and when the 
line is drawn—as drawn it will be—there will not 
be one of her son&, be his political bias what it 
may, that will flinch from marching up to that 
line, stand who will upon the ether side. 

I do not feel it necessary to say more than that 
| I feel myself bound to vote against Inquiry into 
| this subject in any form whatever; and while [am 
willing to lend aid to the councils of Kentucky 

upon any question that interests her, | most re- 
spectfully submit to the Senator who has moved 
this inquiry whether any man in that State who 
has ever looked into the Constitution at all, and is 
| capable of understanding its provisions, believes 
that the Congress of the United States possesses 
| any authority to appropriate money for the deport- 
| ation of blacks? I take it for granted, sir, that 
there is not one there who believes that Congress 
| possesses constitutionally the right to make ap- 
propriations for the deportation of that class of 
| the population of the United States. It is not to 


|| be expected, therefore, sir, that we would act 
many of those whom he represents, are in favor | 


affirmatively in reference to such a proposition. I 
| shall vote to refuse the reference, sir, because I 
| consider the subject as one that forbids inquiry, 

and which, under present circumstances, ought 

not to be inquired into. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It is really to be 
| regretted, Mr. President, that from day to day 
those who assemble here for the purpose of dis- 


'| charging their constitutional duties in legislation, 


| should find themselves beleaguered by irritating 
| questions forced upor them by individuals whose 
| piety is so great that they must always be appro- 
| priating to themselves other men’s sins. When 
| did the South ask for this vicarious repentance, 


|| and whence do you derive your power to instruct 


| her in her moral duty? Answer me these ques- 
| tions satisfactorily, or cease this perfidious inter- 
ference with the rights of other men. But, sir, of 
all the clap-trap that ever issued from the lips of 
the advocates of such a policy, that which relates 

to the question of the right of petition is the great- 
,est. What did the Constitution guaranty at the 
| time that right was introduced, and for what pur- 
| pose was it introduced? When these States were 
| infant colonies, who ever denied the right of the 
colonists to petition? That was a right granted 
| them. The right to assemble was the only right 
' that was ever interfered with, and the right of pe- 
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tifion carried with it the idea of the suppression of 
Those richts are fully maintained tn 
But what grievance is there to 


a grievance, 
the Constituuon, 
slaveholding State if other communities 
And does that ecu 


any non 


think proper to keep slaves? 


cumstance interfere with thetr right peaceably to 
assem! Je, guarantied to them under the Constitu 
tion? Sir, does this poorrightto ber, as it has been 
deseribed, carry with it the oblieation to grant? 
This is the whole question before Congress. Sha! 
we receive, entertain, and discuss petitions upon a 
subject which every o1 recognizes we have no 
rizit to grant, upon which we have no power to 
grant anything ? It is an ile w te and a bree 
abandonment of the duties of members upon this 
floor thus to squander the time which sheuld be 
devoted to some useful purpose, Sir, it has been 
stated, in the progress of this debate, that the 
course of southern men, in objecting to these pett- 
tions, has created all this exettement. Let those 
WwW ho Pillt rein tis Op Mion re fe rto the a tion of the 


House of Be presentatives, aod they wall there find 
a decision against them. In the House, where 
this question has been made, where these peti- 
tions have been received, referred, and discussed, 


abolitionism has gone on step by step, steadily 
progressing, whilstin the Senate, where the wiser 
and more dignified rule has been adopted to lay 
the question of reception on the table without 
discussion, there was scarcely an allusion to the 
topic, until some over-zealous, over-pious, latter- 
day saints have come into the Senate and forced 
the subject upon us. We are told by them, sir, 
that they are for enlarging the cirele of human 
svmpathy; and it does appear, with many of these 
advocates of the enlargement of such cirele here, 
that they cannot rest satisfied in any other circle 
than that of affection for the necro race, It beevins, 
and has its middle with the neg 
I ean hear of nothing else, sir; Lean hear of nothing 
progressive in haman reform, nothing 
which does not concentrate itself in this question 
concerning the African race. And whatis the prop 

i before us? Why, it is to take 
money from the treasury and bestow it upon a 
I another country, 
What right, lask, have you thus to distinguish 
between ene class of passengers and another ? 

None, sir. And when the Senator from Kentucky 

appeaied to the North for their support, he should 

have said, You were the men who imported these 

nevroes into this country; you enjoyed the benefits 

resulting from their carriage and sale; and you, 

having reaped the largest profit accruing from the 

introduction of the slaves, should of course con- 

tribute to carry them back whence they came, and 

not lay a new and oppressive burden upon the 

already burdened South. As to any influence that 

may be exerted upon the State of Kentucky, I not 

only agree with the Senator from Virginia, but go 

further, and say that | would be unwilling to allow 

any influence to operate upon the convention of 
Kentucky, believing that they are able to take 
care of themselves upon this subject, and it is their 
right so to do. 

‘If the people of Kentucky wish to emancipate 
their slaves—though I should regret such a course 
—I would interpose no obstacle by saying that we 
would not make appropriations to transport their 
slaves, any more than | would offer an inducement: 
by assuring them that we would make such appro- 
priations. It would be better, sir, if these pious 
personages who cry out **Good God’’ were, In- 
stead, to cry out ** Good devil,”? when their whole 
purpose is to scatter the seeds of dissension and 
disunion; and it would be much more to their 
credit if, instead of indulging in lamentations about 
the evils resulting from siavery, they were to look 
upon the other aide of the picture, and ascertain if 
it has not prevented evils. Has it made any man 
a slave any more than.lie was a slave’ without this 
institution, or reduced any man from liberty to 
slavery? That is the question, sir; and I answer, 
it has not, Under laws older tham the records of 
history men were taken captives in war, and held 
as slaves. These slaves were purchased from con- 
tending warring bands who held their captives in 


i } 
and ends, ro race, 


which is 
; 


osition, sir, now 


certain class of passengers to 















Pele Ps em 








210 


slavery, and the slaves thus purchased were saved 
from a more tznominious and degrading slavery 
than they would be subject to on this side of the 
Atlantic. It benefits 


the bigotry and the heathen darknes 


them, im removing them [rom 
which hangs 


like a cloud over the country in the interior of 
Africa to the enjoyment of all fbe blessings ,of 
civilization and Corrmtianity. Siavery brought 
with iteommerce, r; for occas ioned the neces ity 
of enlarging our productions; nd whatis commerce 
but the pare nt of ervilization, of international ex 
changes, and all tu mighty blessings that now 
hind the peo f the most remote quarters of 
the elobe tege ‘These aré some of the fruits, 
sir, that are ered before you judge the 
trec. [tis our tree, sir; and it 18 only to answer 
these Itbelous Imputations Cast upon an institution 
with which fam pra ly acquainted, and about 
which the aforesaid libeler peak ignorantly a vl 
pre umptuously, t nt L deizu to ent rupon a dis- 
cussion of this chargecter. 

J thant the Sen r from Hiltnois for the fearless 
manner in which he met this question; and if all 
those of equal int rence, representing like con- 


stituencies, would ti 


resent, j feel there 1 patriotism and we od s@1 


peak to the men they rep- 


enouch in the country to recall us from this wan- 


ae ring career, whi ho terminate in naueht but 
evil. This, sir, is the question whi h isto ae troy 
our republican institutions, if indeed they are to 
fall; and now is the time for those men who lowe 
the Union better than they love place—still better 


peak plainly to 


to 
those whom they represent, and tell them that 


than they love the negro race— 


when they raised the qucsuon of the restriction of 
slavery, jt was an issue of their own—a mistaken 
one—and that they are bound first to promote the 
issue of non-interference with the rights of th 


slave States, or the disunion of this glorious Con- 


federacy will follow, causing the destruction of all 


the bright hopes of liberty based upon its continued 





li this issue in mind, let our 
northern friends appeal to their constituents, and, 
if they are true desee ndants of such sure 
cock and Adams, the y will refrain from all farther 
interference with southern ri¢hts. 
Mr. BUTLER. I understand, Mr. President, 
{ 


that the motion before the Senate is upon the re 


establishment. Wt 


a] 
as caan- 


= , ’ , , ¢ } > 8 , sat? > . 
erence ot tuilS petition » the Committee on tut 


Judiciary. 


PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the motion. 
Mr. BUTLER. I might object to that refer- 
ence, for many reasons, but Ll certainly shall not 
discuss at the pin senttime the mmoporkuit topic pre- 
sented in this motion. I laid it down as a prinel- 
ple when Tecame into t ite at this on 


that | would not, upon the presentation of a peti- 
tion relating to slavery allow myself to be drawn 
into any discussion in relation to it. [I shail not 
enter into any discussion of that kind, therefor: 
at this time. But, str, lam a member of the Ju- 
diciary Commitiee, aud if petitions of this charac- 
ter are to be presented to that committee for their 
action, I shall feel beund to be discharged from 
the duty—which in part at present 





cevoives upon 
me—of entertaiming them; for whilst Iam willing 


9 
from a sincere respect to the authority of this 
body, to obey all its instructions, | trust in God 
; " : ’ : e 

that it will never make me the instrument of my 


own degradation, and of that portion of the Union 
known as the South. 

Mr. DAYTON. I would inform the Senate 
thot that Pp irt of the re ution which relates to the 
instructions to the committee has en stricken out, 
and the question now comes up upon the reference 
of the memorial to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BUTLER. Idonot wantar y referenceat all. 

Mir. DAY TON. l pposc the re fe rence must 
be made somewhere. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Lefore the question is taken 
upon the motion to refer, | wish to state my un- 
derstanding of the obie t of this petiuion. lt ates 
that there are a number of free persons of color 
who are desirous of emigrating to Liberia: but 


auniortunately, o1 peroaps riwnatei y— u the 
| 


words of the petition—they have not the means of 


defraying the expense of such emigration; it there- 
fore proposes that Congress shall make an annual 
appropriation of money from the national treas- 
ury; and it is, I suppose, because it affords an 
opportunity of making this application, that the 
petitioner suggests that it is perhaps fortunate that 
these individuals who desire to emigrate to Liberia 
have not the nieans of defraying the expense. 


It proceeds to present, as an inducement to this 
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appropriation, the allegation of the fact that a con- | 


vention is aboutto be held in Kentucky, which 
may probably devise a rradual System of emanci- 
pation; and that undoubtedly, if there is any action 


taken by the convention, there will be multitudes 


of private individuals who, in view of this appro- 
priation by Congress, would be disposed to eman- 
cipaie their slaves. If | am wrong in the view 
which I have taken of the tenor and purport of 
this petition, | will gladly submit to correction, 
If fam not, the question which it presents to the 
Congress of the United States is simply this: Will 
you make an annual appropriation from your 
treasury for the purpose of inducing the emanci- 


nation of slaves throughout the United States? 


o 


Sir, itis neither more nor less than an appeal to 


the Congress of the United States to appropriate a | 


sum of money annually oat of the national treas- 
ury, which shall serve as an encouragement to 
owners of slaves to emancipate them, and thus 
to produce a gradual but general emancipation 
throuchout the United States. 

In this view of the subject it appears to me, that 
wever much we may be disposed to respect the 


ho 
* 


right of petition, and whatever opinions we may 


entertain upon the abstract question of the correct- | 


ness of this institution—which I do not discuss— 


} 


we must all be sensible that, recognized as this | 


institution has been by the Constitution of the 
nited States, and looking to the purposes for 
vhich the powers we exercise were conf rred upon 


us, there is none of this power existing, either | 


within the letter or the spirit of the Constitution, 
to draw from the national treasury money to be 
annually appropriated in the aid of emancipation 
of slaves throughout the United States—which is 
the distinct object and purport of the petition. 
With this view of the subject, impressed as it is 
upon my mind, I sha!l unquestionably be opposed 
to its reference. 

Mr. NILES. I am opposed to the allowance 
of the appropriation asked for in this petition, 
though | have no objections to its going to a com- 
mittee for examination. Iam opposed to the object 
of this petition, because it would be an appropria- 
tion out of the public treasury for an object not 
contemplated by the Constitution. I know the 
subject of the power of the Government to make 


+ 


appropriations of noney for extraneous purposes | 
has been much controverted; but L have always | 


believed that the true principle in relation to the 
power of such appropriation was not limited in 
itself, but necessarily limited by other grants of 
power. Ido not think it would be right to apply 
the funds of the nation to objects of this character. 
I believe there is no such power vested im this 
Government, and that it would be improper for it 
to exercise any such power. This matter belongs 
to the States, and should be left with them. I shall 
vote for this reference, inasmuch as I do not think 
it will do any harm to have the question reported 
upon. 

Mr. DICKINSON. In order to put an end to 
this lengthy and unprofitable discussion, | move 


that the consideration of this question be indefi- | 


nitely postponed, 

The question being stated upon this motion, the 
yeas and nays were demanded and ordered; and, 
being taken, resulted as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Breese, 
Butler, Calhonn, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Douglas, 
Downs, Fitzgeraid, Vitzpatrick, Foote, Hannegan, Houston, 
Hunter, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, King, 
Mason, Pearce, Rusk, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and 
¥ ules i. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, 
Bright, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Dayton, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Dodge of Lowa, Feteh, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Met- 
calle, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, 
and Waiker—23. 

So the subject was indefinitely postponed. 

BOUNTY LAND FOR SUBSTITUTES. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, asked and obtained 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to introduce 
a joint resolution, which was read twice, as fol- 
lows : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United Stutes of simerica in Congress assembled; That the 
provisions or bounty land and extra pay, as they have been 
cranted to enlisted men who have served in the war with 
Mexico, shall in like manner and under like limitations be 
granted to such as have entered as substitutes, the substitu- 
ton having been made by competent authority, and the 
requirements of the law fulfilled. 

Mr. DAVIS (being called upon for an explana- 
tion) briefly stated the object of this joint resolu- 
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tion. It had been their usual practice 
special act in each particular case as jt aca. 
obviate which he proposed to provide . 
law by which bounty land warrants woul 
issued to substitutes who had been receiyed 
competent authority. In some respects this 
resolutiog might be said to be a mere constr, 
of law; but it was one which, while it did 
to the soldier, would save much trouble ta ¢ 
gress, inasmuch as it obviated the necessity . 
special law in each case.” He moved its yes, 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BREESE suggested that a more appro, 
ate reference might be given to it. He could nor 
how the Committee on Pensions could hay, 
thing to dowith it. He would, therefore, moye ie 
reference to the Committee on Military Affairs . 

Mr. DAVIS would state, for the information of 
the Senator from Illinois, that the Commitres 
Pensions had now charge of the subject of boy, 
lands, and hence it was that he had moved 
reference. 

The joint resolution was then referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. i 
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A message was received from the House of Ren. 
resentatives, through Mr. Campreny, their Cley}: 
announcing that the House had passed the bj 
making appropriations for the current and con 
gent expenses of the Indian Department, and f 
fulfilling certain treaty stipulations with the sey 
eral Indian tribes for the year ending 30th June, 
1850. 

LAND TITLES IN CALIFORNIA AND New 

MEXICO. 

Mr. BREESE moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the special order, being the 
bill for ascertaining claims and titles to lands withip 
the Territory of California and New Mexico, to 
grant donation rights, and to provide for the sur- 
vey of the lands therein. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, hoped the Senate 
would proceed to the consideration of Executive 
business. 

Mr. BREESE said, in asking to have the special 
order taken up, it was simply that a little progress 
might be made with it, so that it might be in a po- 
sition to come up to-morrow as unfinished busi- 
ness. He thought it too early a period of the day 
to go into Executive session. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Breese, and it was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
the Senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive business; and, after some time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


It}. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 10, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr, NEWELL rose and asked leave to offer 
the following resolution, which was read for in- 
formation: 


Reso/red, That the Committee on Accounts be instructed 
to inquire into the expedieney of procuring for the use of 
this House 15,000 copies of Colton’s new Map of the United 
States, Mexico, &c., showing the routes of the United 


| States mail steam packets to. California, and containing a 


plan of the gold region, providing the expense does not 


| exceed eighteen and three quarter eents per copy. 


Objections having been made, the resolution was 
not received. 


| SLAVE TRADE IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The SPEAKER said, that before receiving any 
further motions, he would state what the regular 


order of business for this day was. 


A motion had been’ made on a former day by 


| the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Srvart,] 
| reconsider the vote by which the resolution here- 
' tofore introduced by the gentleman from New 


York, [Mr. Gort,} instructing the Committee on 


_ the District of Columbia to report a bill abolishing 
| the slave trade in.the said District, had been adopt- 


ed. The consideration of that motion had been 
specially postponed until to-day; and if it was now 


‘called for, it would have priority over all other 


business. 
If the House should consent to pass by that mo- 


| tion, the business next in order would be the reso- 


latiofi reported from the Committee on Printing, 
and which was pending at the adjournment of the 
House yesterday, directing the printing of one 
thousand extra copies of the letter of the Secretary 
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¢ War and the accompanying papers, in relation 

a en > y° *y y * . 

to the harbor of Buffalo, New York. If the other 

business should not be called for, the quesuon 

would be on the adoption of that resolution. 

Vir. WENTWORTH called for the considera- 

tion of the motion to reconsider the vote on the 

aid resclution; which resolution was in the fol 

lowing words: 

ee Republic in human beings as chattles, is contrary to 

; J) justice and the fundamental principles of our polit 
| and is notoriously a reproach to our country 

ca 

rrouziout Christendom, and a sertous hinderance to the 


nalur 


~ystenl, 


progress Of republican liberty among the natous of the 
’ rt! ‘Theretore, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
hig be instructed to reporta nil, as soon as practicable, pro- 


piping the slave trade in said District, 


Mr. HALL, of New York, rose and addressed 
t} e Spei ke i 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved that there be a call 
of the Hlouse, (before disposing of the motion to 
reconsider. ) 
~ The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Harr] had been recognized by 
the Chart. 

Then (addressing Mr. Wentworrtn)the SPEAK - 
ER said: Does the gentleman from Illinois call for 
the consideration of the motion to reconsider ? 

Mr. WENTWORTH replied in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. (to Mr. Bropueap.) And the 
gentleman moves that there be a call of the House? 

Mr. BRODHEAD said, Yes, in view of the dis- 
position of the motion to reconsider. 

The question was thentaken on the motion, that 
there be a call of the House, and was decided in 
the aflirmative. 

So a call of the House was ordered. 

The Clerk then called the roll; and then the 
names of the absentees. 

And it appeared that 177 members had answered 
to their names. 

The SPEAKER then said, that the doors of the 
Hall would be closed, and that the names of the 
apsentees would b® called over for excuses. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved that all further pro- 
ceedings on the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. No; let us have them in. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
newative, F 

So the House decided that further proceedings 
on the cail shorld not be dispensed with. 

The doors of the Hall were then closed, and the 
names of the absentees were called over for ex- 
cusses, 

The name of Mr. Duncan, of Ohio, having been 
called— 

Mr. EDWARDS said that his colleague [Mr. 
Duxcan}| had been confined ‘to his room for two 
weeks, and was unable to attend the sessions of 
the Tiouse. He (Mr. E.) moved that he be ex- 


The motion was agreed to. 

the name of Mr. Harmanson having been 
called— ' 

Mr. MORSE rose and said that the family. of 
his colleague {Mr. Harmanson] was sick. He 
(Mr. M.) would therefore move that he be ex- 


CUNE d. 
‘The motion was agreed to. 
Che name of Mr. Bayty havine been called— 


Mr. BEDINGER said he knew that his colleague | 


{[Mr. Bayty] was too sick to attend the House. 
He moved , therefore, that he be excused. 
‘he motion was agreed to. 


rr ° ° 
The name of Mr. Hasxext having been called— 


Mr. GENTRY said he was informed that his 
colleague (Mr. Haskenx] had been confined to his 
room for several days by tndisposition, and he 
moved therefore that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

‘The name of Mr. Tuomas 
been called— 

Mr. KING answered, ‘* Here.”’ 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman, not 
having answered when his name was called, was 
not supposed to be within the Hall. 

_Mr. KING acquiesced, but remarked that at the 
time the call was going on, he was employed in the 
committee room. He was informed that the House 


was engaged in a call, and came into the Hall as 
800n as he could. 


Mr. Kine was excused. 
"he name of Mr. Macray having been called— 
Mr. NICOLL said that he had received a letter 





<, the traffic now prosecuted in this metropolis of 


Burver Kine having 


, be made, except by ge 
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from hts ccllearue, stating that he was thy 
sickness. He moved, therefore, that tus coil rue 
be excused, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The name of Mr. Pexpteron havine bee 


called— 
Mr. FULTON said that his calle rue (Mr. Pex 


t 
DLETON] had been unwell for two days. Hy 


e W 
now, however, convalescent. Ele (Mr. F.) | 
promised him that if any important business cami 
up, he would send for him; and he had don 


He moved, therefore, that he be excused. 
‘he motion was agreed 


lo, 
The name of Mr. Saurn, of Hlinois, being 
called— 
Mr. FICKLIN said he was informed his col- 
leacue was detained from the Hou in cor 


quence of sickness in his family. He theref 
moved that he be excused. * . 

The motion was a 

The name of M 
being called— 

Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, stated that 
his colleacue had been confined to his room for 
several weeks. Ile moved that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER announced that the names of 
the absentees had now been cabled. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, stated that 
his colleague, [Mr. Buckner,}] whose name had 
been called among the absentees, was cetained 
from attendance upon the House on account of ill 
health. He moved that he be excused. 

The SPEAKER said the motion could not now 


rreed to. 


Y gs x _ Pp Yor sen ts re 
r. STEWART, Of Pennsylvania, 


reneral consent. 

No objection being made— 

The question was taken, and Mr. Bucener was 
excused. 

Mr. GRINNELL asked leave to move that his 
colleatue, Mr. Hare, be excused. He said he 
had suddenly been called home by indispensable 
business. 

No objection being made— . 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
rejected. 

Mr. LEVIN asked leave to move that Mr. Ap- 
ams be excused, on the ground that he was en- 


| gaged at one of the departments. 


No objection being made— 
The question was put, and the motion was re- 


jected. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now report 
the names of gentlemen who are absent without 
excuse, 

The names were read, as follows: Messrs. Ad- 
ams, Ashmun, Bowden, Bowlin, Bridges, Bart, 
Cabell, Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Garnett 
Dunean, Edsall, Featherston, Hale, Hammons, 
Isaac E. Holmes, Irvin, Lumpkin, McLane, Hor- 
ace Mann, Peyton, Pilsbury, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Rockhill, Schenck, Slingerland, ‘Tallmadge, Thi- 
bodeaux, and Turner. 

The SPEAKER. What is the pleasure of the 
House with regard to the gentlemen who are ab- 
sent without excuse? 
not be sent for 
House. ° 

Mr. NICOLL moved that all further proceedings 
in the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. SAWYER rose and said he wished to make 
another motion, if it was in order, viz: that the 
absentees be fined the usual fine, that the doors be 
opened, and the House proceed to business. 

The SPEAKER, (addressing Mr. Sawyer,) 
The motion may be made by the gentleman from 
Ohio, if the motion of the gentleman from New 


The Sergeant-at-arms can- 
them without the order of the 


| York does not prevail? 


The SPEAKER announced the question upon 


|| dispensing with all further proceedings in the eail. 


Mr. GREELEY inquired 6f the Speaker, in 


ease further proceedings in the call were now dis- 


pensed with, if the absentees who were not ex- 


'| cused would be fined ? 


The SPEAKER replied they would not. 

Mr. GREELEY. Then I hope that the House 
will not dispense with the further proceedings. 

Tellers were called for and ordered, and Messrs. 
Potiock and Venas_e were appointed, who, hay- 
ing taken the vote, reported—ayes 90, noes 47. 

But before the vote was finally announced— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, called for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 120, nays 62. 
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So further proceedings in the call were dispensed 
with; and 

The SPEAKER directed the doors to be opened. 

‘The motion to reconsider being now before the 
House for consideration— 

Vir. GREELEY rose, and was recognized by 


lie Ch uit 
1 


. tout 

Mr. WENTWORTH claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER: On what does the gentleman 
from Hlinoi his claim? 

Mr. WENTWORTH was understood to claim 
the floor on the ground, that he had this morning 
the motion to reconsider, and had not yet 


calle d unt 


base 


yielded the floor, 
‘The SPEAKER sustained the gentleman’s claim, 
and awarded him the floor. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. I wish to ask if it be 
in order new to move to lay on the table the mo- 
tian to re 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. | Itis in order? 

‘There are some gentlemen (said Mr. W.) on 
this floor who wish to debate this question; there 
are some others who wish to have a direct vote 
upon it; and there are others still, no doubt, who 
would like to get rid of voting. ‘They can easily 
eet rid of voting, by allowing the motion to be dis- 
cussed during the day, and when the House ad- 
journs it would go over with unfinished business, 
If I understand the rules of the House aright, if 
the House adjourns when this question is pending, 
it is.not first in order to-morrow. , 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider is 
always in order in preference to other business, 
unless it be postponed by the vote of a majority of 
the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 
in order from day to day? 

The SPEAKER. And would continue in order 
from day to day. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Well, if that is the 
case, | think it an additional reason for bringing 
this question to a test vote. We have a full 
House now, perhaps as full as we ever shall 
have; and if we go into a full debate, it will last 
for several days. I therefore move-—— 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, interposed, and 
appealed to Mr. W. to yield him the floor. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, (continuing) I there- 
fore move that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table; and | ask the yeas and nays on that 
motion. 

Mr. STUART again appealed to Mr. W. to 
allow him the floor, to enable him to give notice 
of an amendment which he desired to offer, if the 
resolution were reconsidered. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I ask if there can be 
an amendment to the motion as it now stands? 

The SPEAKER replied that there could not be, 

Mr. WENTWORTH insisted, then, upon his 
motion. 

Mr. KAUFMAN inguired of the Speaker if 
the motion to Jay on the table had not been put, 
as the last action of the House, when the subject 
was previously before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no recollec- 
tion that such is the fact. The Clerk will refer to 
the Journal of the previous day when this resolu- 
tion was under consideration. 

Mr. KAUFMAN stated that such a motion had 
been made and acted upon. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Such were the facts of 
the case. I made the motion myself, and it failed. 
That was the reason why I asked the Speaker if 
the motion to lay on the table would now be in 
order. 

The SPEAKER stated, that since the motion to 
lay on the table was acted on, the motion to recon- 
sider had been postponed by a direct vote of the 
House. Another motion, then, had intervened, 
on which action had been had by the House. The 
Chair could not doubt, therefore, that the motion 
to lay on the table was now in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I make that motion. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I wish to make 
an appeal to the gentleman from Illinois to allow 
me to have read an amendment which [ wish to 
move, if the resolution be reconsidered. 

Mr. WENTWORTH was understood to in- 
quire of the Speaker if he could yield to Mr. Srv- 
ant for the purpose indicated without losing hia 
right to the floor? 

“The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois, 
if he withdraws his motion and takes the floor for 
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onsiaer: 


And would continue 








oA OLDE 


=e 


« 
5 ts AO 


i 


‘ 
| 





212 


debate, by the courtesy of the House can give way 
to the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I would very gladly, 
but there may be a dozen more who will want 
me to yield to them. 

The SPEAKER, Does the 
[Hinois msist on his metion?: 

Mr. WENTWORTH. [must insist upon it, 
for fear of Josing the floor 

Mr. KAUFMAN appealed to the eentleman 


from Ulinors (Sir. VW enrworRTt| to watve his mo- 


gentleman from 
) 


ot ' 
tion, so as to prt it the propo sition of the gventie- 


man from Vii it [ Mr. Sreart] to be read for 
informatio ce 
te WENTWORTH hesitated. 


The S] LITER directed eentlemen to take their 

Mr. WENTWORTIHEL said that if. the resolu- 
shai of the wentieman from Michievun could be read 
without be Vir. W.’a) lo ey bis rient to. the 
floor, or without the gentleman from Michigan 
Hlouse takine 


would waive his 


making aapeech, or without the 
’ eit : hie 
any action on the proposition, | 
moon, 
‘ a wT 4 “y’ 
Mr. STI Al ee 


sition should be 


I merely wish that the prono- 


read for ifort sation, and to give 
notice that Eshall offer it uf t motuuon to recon- 
sider should prevail. 

There was creat confusion in the Hall. 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose to a point of order, 

The SPEAKER said that the Chair would de- 


‘ Lew » » a 
cide no pomt of order, hor re 


wnize any gentle- 
man, until the Liouse had come to order. 

Aftera brief plane - 

The SPEAKER proceeded. The Chair under- 
Hiinow | Mr. Wenr- 
wortn}) withdrew his motion to lay the motion to 

The gentleman held the 
floor for purposes of debate; and, as a matter ef 
courtesy, 1 rnerhit a ow the 


Michigan [Mr 


read for informatio 


sinod that the gentioman from 
reconsider on the tabie, 


rentieman from 


Srrart] to have iis proposition 


Mr. GIDDINGS now stated his point of order. 


He submitted whether the gentleman could reeal! 
his motion fer sucha purpose ,and then renew it. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman hasa right 
to hold the floor for the purpose of debat®t—to 
make an hour's speech. If the gentleman chose 
to give way to the gentleman from Michigan, ac- 
ce rdine to the courte Sy of the Llouse, it was hi ; 
rieht to do 80. 
Mr. STUART sent his amendment to the 
Clerk’s table to be read. 
The SPEAKER. By the strict rule of the 


Liouse, it is not the gentlem in’s right to have the 


amendment read by the Cierk. [tis his right to 
sugeest it himse é 

[SEVERAL VOICES: 
Cierk.| 

Mr. GIDDINGS o! jected. 

Mr. STUART. LI will read the resolution. 

[Severan vorces. We cannot hear you. | 

Mr. STUART. I think L.can make myself 
heard. I propose to strike out all afier the word 
** resolved,’’ and insert— 


Oh, let it be read by the 


« That the Committee on the Distirict of Columbia be in- 
structed to prepare and report to this House a bill autho 
nizing and requiring he corporate authorities of the city of 
Georgetown to prevent the introduction of slaves into their 
city, for the purpose of sale or merchandise, and to suppress 
such trade within their corporate jimits, and authorize and 
require the corporate anthorities of the city of Washington 
exercise the same power throughout he remainder of said 


bist 


The resolution having been read, Mr. S. said he 
should offer it in ease the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he now renewed his 
motion to lay the motion to reconsider on the table, 
and asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. LINCOLN appealed to his colleague [Mr, 
Wentworth] to withdraw his motion, to enable 
him to read a proposition which he intended to 
submit, if the vote should be reconsidered. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. again withdrew his mo- 
tion for that purpose. 

Mr. LINCOLN said, that by the courtesy of 
his colleague, he would say, that if the vote ou the 
resoinuon was reconsidered, he should make an 
etlort to introduce an amendment, which he should 
how re 

And Mr. L. read as follows: 

Sine out all after the word “ resolved,” and 


. 
OWE: 


Insert the to. 


* That the Committee on the District of Columbia be in- 
structed Lo report a bill in substance as follows: 


*Sec.}. Be @ enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives of the United States in Congress assembled, That no 


person met now within the District of Columbia, nor now 


owned by any person or persons now resident within it, nor 
hereatter born within it, shall ever be held in slavery within 


said District 


& Sey 


same, or hereafter born within it, shallever be held insta 
very Without the limits of said District: Provided, Thatofti 


cers of the Government of the United States, being citizens 


tthe slaveholding States, coming soto said District on pub 
lic business, and re waleies only so long as may be reason 


ably necessary for that Mbject, may be attended into and out 
of said District, and while there, by the necessary servants 
of themselves and their families, without their right to hold 


suelservints imecrvice betig thereby impaired. 


That all children born of slave mothers, within 
said District, on or after the first day of January yin the year 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fiftv. shall be 


free: butsh 
respective owners of their mothers, or by their heirs or rep 

entitives, and shall serve reasonable service, as appren 
tices, to sich owners, heirs, and representatives, until they 


respectively arrive at thaage of —— years, when they shall 
he entirely f \nd the municipal authorities of Washing 

nound Georgetowu, within their respective jurisdictional 
limits, are hereby empowered and required to make all suit 
ible and necessary provi ps for enforcing obedience to this 


elon, on the part ot both masters and apprentices. 
1 Thatali persous wow within said District law 


fully held as slaves, or now owned by any person or persons 
now resident within said Distriet, shall remain such at the 


will of their respective owners, their heirs and Jegal repre 


sentatives: Provided, That any such owner, or bis legal 
representatives, may atany time receive from the treasury 
f the Uorted Starce@the full value of his or her slave of the 
ectlon mentioned; upon which such slave shall 
forthwith and forever free: vind provided further. That the 
President of the United States, the Secretary of State, and 


oO 
Classint 
' 


the Seeretary of the Treasury, shall be a board for deter- 


mining the valine of such slaves as their owners may desire 
to emancipate under this section, and whose duty it shall be 


to hold as ion forthe purpose on the first Monday ofeach 
calendar month; to receive all applications, and, on satis 
factory evi 


valuation a slave, and of the class in this seetion men- 


tioned, and isowned b¥the applieant, shall value such slave 


at his or ber full cass value, and give to the applicant an 


order on the treasury for tie amount, and also to such slave 


a certificate of freedom. 
“Seco. 5. That the municipal authorities of Washington 
and Georgetown, within their respective jurisdictional lim- 


its, are hereby empowered and reavired to provide active 
and efiictent means to arrest and deliver up to their owners 


all fugitive slaves escaping into said District. 
‘See, fH, ’ 
} 


of Columbia are hereby empowered and required to open 


polls at all the usual places of holding elections on the first 


Monday of April next, and receive the vote of every free || 


white male citizen above the age of twenty-one years, hav- 


ing resided within said District for the period of one year or 


more next preceding the time of such voting for or against 
this act, to proceed in tnking said votes in all respects not 
herein specified, as at elections under the municipal laws, 
and with as little delay as possible to transmit correct state 
ments of the votes so cast to the President of the United 
States; and it shall be the duty of the President to canvass 
said votes immediately, and if a majority of them be found 
to be for this act, to fortuwith issue his proclamation giving 
notice of the fact; and this ect shalt only be in full foree and 
efleet on and after the day of such proclamation. 

“Sec. 7. That involuntary servitude for the punishment 
of crime whereof the party sitall have been duly convicted 
shall in nawtse be prohibited by this act. 

oS That tor ati the purposes of this act, the jurisdic- 
tional limits of Washington are extended to all parts of the 
District of Columbia not now included within the present 
limits of Georgetown.” 











Mr. LINCOLN then said, that he was autho- 
rized to say, that of about fifteen of the leading 
ciuzens of the District of Columbia to whom this 
proposition had been submitted, there was not one 
but who approved of the adoption of such a prop- 
osition. He did not wish to be misunderstood. 
tie did not know whether or not they would vote 
for this bill on the first Monday of April; but he 
repeated, that out of fifteen persons to whom it 
had been submitted, he had authority to say that 
every one of them desired that some proposition 
like this should pas Ss. 

Several voices: ‘* Who are they? Give us their 
hnanies, 

Mr. WENTWORTH again rose to renew his 
FODOSIUION, 

Mr. McLANE tose and said that he desired to 
ask the gentlema@from Illinois (Mr. Wentworth} 
if he would not waive his motion, so as to give an 
Opportunity to gentlemen from Maryland, on both 
sides, to say a few words before the final vote was 
taken. It was the general request of the delega- 
tion from Maryland, on both sides, that such an 
Opportunity should be afTorde d. 

Mr. WENTWORTH (addressing the Spraxk- 
ER) inquired, how much time have | remaining? 


hat no person now within said District, or now 
owned by any person or persons now resident within the 


iil be reasonably supported and educated by the 


dence ineach case that the person presented for 
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Chat the ejection otiicers within said District | 


‘The SPEAKER said it was not usual, nor in | 


accordance with parliamentary courtesy, that a 
gentieman holding the floor should give way toa 
speech, 
or amendment; but if he gave way to a speech, he 
gave way altogether, 


He might give way to an explanation, | 


; 
i 


ee Jan. 10, 


Mr. WENTWORTH said he would d 
could to accommodate gentlemen, so lone ai 
retained his richt to the floor; and it ‘en Go 
Chair to preseribe the limits to which he 
He was satisfied, from the several Propositions 
which had been made to-day, that the oe 
would rather vote directly on the question now he. 
fore it, than sit here all day and vote by yeas ond 
nays upon these various propositions. He ther, wad 
insisted on his motion, unless there was some 
other gentleman who had an amendment which 
he wished to have read. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, hoped the vent) 


all } 
O all he 


he 
as for the 


could ro, 


s 


°. 
man would give way for one moment. 
Mr. WENTWORTH referred the rentleman 


to the limitation just prescribed by the Speaker, 

The yeas and navs (which had been previously 
asked by Mr. Wenrwortn) were ordered on his 
motion, 

And the question, Shall the motion to reconsider 
the resolution be laid on the table was then ¢ 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbott, Belcher, Bingham, Blackma 
Bianchard, Catheart, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston’ 
Crowell, Cummins, Darling, Dickey, Dickinson, Pixon’ 
Duer, Eckert, Edwards, Nathan Evans, Faran, Pisiy ,. 
Freedley, Fries, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Gregory, N than 
K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Hoyle Y 
Henry, Elias B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hadson, Hunt, Jenkins 
James H. Johnson, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Lahim, Sidye: 
Lawrence, Leffler, Lynde, MeClelland, Mellvaine, Horace 
Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Nes. Ney 
eli, Palfrey, Peasiee, Peck, Petrie, Putnam, Robinson, Rock- 
hill, Julius Rockwell, Rose, Root, Rumsey, St. Join, Sier- 
rill, Silvester, Robert Smith, Starkweather, Strom. Win. 
Thompson, Thurston, Turner, Warren, Wentworth, White, 
Wilmot, and Wilson—®o. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, 
Beale, Bedinger, Birdsall, Bocock, Botts, Boyd, Boyden, 
Brady, Bridges, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Butler, Canby, Chapman, Clapp, 
Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cob), 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Crisfield, Crozier, Danie}, 
Donnell, Dunn, Embree, Alexander Evans, Farrelly, Pick- 
lin, Flournoy, French, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Gog 
gin, Green, Grinnell, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, taralson, 
Harris, Haskell, Hill, Hilliard, George S. Houston, John W. 
Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Irvin, Iverson, Jameson, Andrew, Johnson, George W. 
Jones, John W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Thomas Butler 
King, La Sére, Levin, Ligon, Lincoln, Lord, Lumpkin, 
MeClernana, McDowell, McKay, McLane, Job Mann, 
Meade, Miller, Morehead, Morse, Murphy, Nicoll, Outlaw, 
Pendleton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Pollock, Preston, Rhett, Rich- 
ardson, Richey, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Sawyer, Shep- 
perd, Simpson, Smart, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, 
Stanton, Stephens, Chas. E. Stuart, Strong, Taylor, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, John B. Thomp- 
son, Robert A. Thompson, Tompkins, Toombs, Van Dyke, 
Venable, Vinton, Wallace, Wick, Wiley, Willams, and 
W oodward—120. 

So the motion to reconsider was not Jaid upen 
the table. . 

And the question then recurring on the motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the said resolution 
had been adopted— 
| Mr.McLANEsaid that he desired to submita few 

words to the House, as an inducement to the re- 

. . : ! 
consideration of this vote. He hoped that it would 
be reconsidered; and he hoped so in view of the 
intrinsic merits of the abstract proposition involved 
in the resolution, as well as of these still higher 
considerations which entered into the question, 
and which gentlemen on all sides of the House 
knew to be vital to the peace and harmony of this 
Federal Government. 

So far as the District of Columbia was referred 
to as a part of the State of Maryland, the foreign 
slave trade (as it was termed) had already been 
abolished. Gentlemen from the North could give 
the people of Maryland no new light upon the 
principles of morality or humanity. One of ~ 
earliest enactments of that State was a law prohi ; 
iting the slave trade. The original and steady pol 
icy of that State had been a policy looking to the 
ultimate emancipation of the black race. There 
was no man there who did not understand that, in 
the future of this country, this question was one of 
the gravest import; and the legislation of Mary- 
land, he repeated, had steadily looked to ultimate 
emancipation. In the first place, it looked to the 
| police and protection of the State itself in view of 
‘that institution. It looked first to the preservation 
and protection within the limits of the State of 
Maryland of slave property; then it regulated the 
process by which slaves could be emancipeted 
and the process of emancipation had been provide ; 

‘for and regulated by all the early legislation © 
Maryland. Then the great evil of increasing ~ 
slave population of the State by the introduction 0 
slaves from other States was prohibited. The most 

| stringent restrictions were imposed upon the intro- 


aken, 


rf 


rer 
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duction of slaves, even when accompanying their 
masters with a view toa bona fide residence in the 
cae, And such was the law of Maryland now. 

If slave was brought into Maryland from Vir- 

»inia, either to be sold in that State contrary to the 

restrictions imposed upon such importauions, or to 

he sold without the State upon any terms, he was 
ipso facto free. , ‘ 

Ry virtue of this law the vagrant negro was picked 

out of your jails or out of your slave markets, (as 

they were variously terined,) by some friendly per- 
son, by some prochein amy, who presented to the 
court his petition; for which he had no cost to 
pay—the man who held the negro was responsible 
for all the cost. It was a simple process: a negro 
was brought from another State into Maryland, to 
be sold out of that State, or to be held there, con- 
trary to the provisions of the law; a writ of habeas 
corpus Was issued; the case had a prompt hearing 

i) or out of chambers, and the negro gained his 

immediate release—not a restoration to his old 
master, but his freedom, his emancipation. 

Mr. COLLAMER interrupted, with some ques- 
tion, Which was not heard by the reporter, but 
which was presumed to be relative to the laws of 
Maryland on this subject. 

Mr. McLANE replied that the original law was 
the law of the last century; there had, iowever, 
been modifications of that law, down to within a 
very recent period. But the law was as he had 
now stated. Mr. McL. referred especially to the 
law of 1831. 

He had himself defended, or brought, within 
the last year, since he had been a member of 
this House, into court the petition of a negro wo- 
man, who was illegally sold from the State of Vir- 
ginia into Maryland, who got her freedom, her 
emancipation, not her restoration to her Virginia 
master. Therefore the House, without being de- 
tained to examine the various modifications of the 
law of Maryland, might be assured of the fact 
that this was now the law. These modifications, 
which had been introduced into the law of Mary- 
land, he would telb the gentleman from Vermont, 
(Mr. CottaMER,] had been the result of the labors 
of the honorable gentlemen before him. The aboli- 
tion agitation had drawn the State of Maryland, not 
from her original policy, not into any indifference 
upon this negro question, but it had obliged her 
in her own defence to make more stringent regu- 
lations, and there was not now quite the same fa- 
ility for movements on the part of individuals who 
were looking to ultimate emancipation. Whatever 
might have appeared within the last few years in 
the way of interfering statutes, let the House and 
the country be assured had been the result of a 
pressing necessity brought upon that State by 
these abolition efforts. Let not gentlemen under- 
stand him now as reflecting upon any constitu- 
onal, legal, dignified attempt to redeem the black 
race; but the House would understand him as re- 
ferring to the wanton and factious agitation of this 
question, which went outside of all acknowledged 
law in the free as well as in the slave States. The 
House would understand him as referring to” such 
agitation as would bring into this House a propo- 
sion to poll the negro votes, both free and bond, 
in the slave States, when they were not polled in 

the free States. 

Mr. LAHM interposed, and wished to address | 
an Inquiry to the gentleman. 

Mr. McLANE hoped his friend would not put 
any inquiries foreign to the subject. 

Mr. L 
Maryland, whether the law of Maryland, which 
provided that when negroes were brought into that 
State for the purpose of selling them into other 
States, was in force in this District? and if it was 
not, whether there was not as much propriety for | 
the law here as there was there ? 

Mr. McLANE said he would be very much 
obliged if the gentleman would not interrupt the 
tendr of his remarks. 

The House (he continued) would understand 
that he was referring to, and had not gone beyond 
the law of Maryland, and he had said all he meant 
to say in regard to it. He had stated the fact that 
the law was so and so in the State of Maryland; he 
had stated the fact that that jaw had been some- 
What modified, and He had ventured to present to 
the House his judgment as to the cause which had | 
led to the modifications, to all the modifications of 
the old Maryland code, than which a more liberal, 


& more humane, a more enlightened code was not | 
} c 
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to be found upon the statute book of any State in the 
Union, with regard to the black race, free or bond. 

Now, what a man in Maryiand would do in his 
own State, what a citizen of Maryland would do, 
looking at this whole question in its social and 
political aspects, he (Mr. Mel.) would be most 
happy to see the conipetent authority do in the 
District of Columbia, or in any other State of this 
Union. His State having before this century, hav- 
ing cotemporaneously with the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution, prohibited the foreign slave 
trade, and adhering sull to that prohibition, did 
any honorable gentleman suppose that a member 
of Congress from that State could fail to sympa 
thize with any judicious, with any legal mode of 
accomplishihg the same result here? As far as any 


gentleman applied sucir a supposition to him, he 


enurely mistook his conscience and his judgment. 
He was ready now, and he would be always ready, 
to prohibitevery where inthis Umon any orher slave 
trade than that which was involved in the recog- 
nition of slaves within a State as property; but 
such prohibition must necessarily emanate trom 
the local sovereignues competent Lo legislate on the 
subject. Entertaining these views, wily was It that 
he had not only voued ** no’’ upon this resolution; 
why was it that he felt most unaitected resentment, 
(he might add if it were not out of order,) most 
unaffected indignation, when accomplished men, 
eloquent men, men familiar, far more so than he 
claimed to be, with the Constutution under which 
they here legislated, came into this House and 
prefaced their resolutions with insulung and ofien- 
Sive assertions, that the existence of a certain spe- 
cies of property was inconsistent with humanity 
and decency, and when it was declared by other 
gentlemen to be * revolting??? Why, he naturally 
turned to look at the man who ‘* revolved,”’ to find 
what there -was of cultivation and refinement, 
what there was in his pracucal life, social or po- 
litical, to authorize any such assumption. He 
would make his own refiections and form his 
own judgment upon that observation. He con- 
fessed that the first feelings of resentment were 
not much heightened—perhaps they were aliayed. 
Yes, they were allayed when he found this de- 
nunciation emanating from a Representative on 
this floor in whose personal or political rela- 
tions there was no just ground of pretension 
to uncommon refinement—when he found it ema- 
nating from one who was as accustomed to trade 
in politics as any slave-dealer ever was in slaves— 
his indignation was allayed rather than increased, 
and he went home to his people and told them, as 
he did last summer, as be did throughout the Pres- 
idential canvass, that there was not, after all, so 
much in this slave agitation as there seemed to be. 
He had told his people, that looking at the origin 
of the movement here in Washington—looking at 
the objects of those who agitated this quesiion— 
he found it all in hands which were not entitled 


certainly to command prima facie the respect of 


this country. When honorable members, who 
had devoted the best years of their lives to the sup- 
port of a political faith upon which they had, year 
after year, represented the fate of the country to 
depend—when such men were found bartering 
away all their former political doctrines and asso- 
ciations, to become “ Free-soil’’ candidates for 
Congress, or “* F'ree-soil’’ candidates for Governor 


| —there was certainly not much in their move- 


AHM wished to ask the gentleman from 


ments prima facie entitled to respect; and in the 
results, certainly the advocates and supporters of 
this movement would not claim much respect for 
themselves. As compared to the public sentument 
of this great nation, they were not more respecta- 
ble than was the vote of the State of New York in 
favor of negro suffrage, compared with the aggre- 
gate vote of that State. If we went back tw the 


adoption of the new constitution in the State of 


New York, and looked at the polls, we found that 
the few who there were in favor of elevating the 
negro to political and social equality with the white 
were as littigentitied to respect for numbers, for 
intelligence, and for political morality, as was the 


Free-soil vote in the Federal or national contests. | 


So he was not obliged at home to make any sacri- 
fices in view of this question; he had been able 


to say there what he said here, and what he was 


glad this occasion gave him the opportunity hur- 
riedly to say—he was glad to say everywhere in 
his State, imtimately wrapped up as that State was 
in slavery, both socially and politically, that all he 
asked was to be left algpe; so far as the institution 
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of slavery was concerned, he only asked a rigid 
adherence to the doctrine of n n- inlerfi rence—no 
aggression by Congress on the people of the slave 
States, and their mght of property. On the other 
hand, the people of that State would not desire 
to enlarge their constitutional rights by any ag- 
gressive action Of Congress. Mr. McL. said he 
thought that the people of Maryland, and of the 
slave States generally, ought to be content to stand 
by their arms until their brethren who had the 
same political institution were assailed; and when- 
ever this insutution was assatled in any part of 
this Confederacy, of course they made common 
cause. I[t was not necessary that, as Maryland 
men, they should desire to take their negroes to 
California in order to find apology for resisting 
ageression; for any legislation by Congress pro- 
hibiting the existence of slavery in the Territories 


would involve the right and power of positive inter- 


ference in the District of Columbia, and perhaps 
wherever else the discretion of Congress might 
prompt. .They only wanted the pri ciple of name 
interference strictly Observed; they only want- 
ed Congress to confine itself within iis express 
powers; and the moment they went beyond the ir 
express powers, Congress assailed the institution 

and (he exred not where it was assailed) it was 
fatal to the Confederacy. Now, that principle was 
assailed when gentlemen contended that the power 
of Congress was omnipotent within this District. 
Did gentlemen suppose that when Maryland ceded 
her portion of the ten miles square, she ceded her 
people? Would it be said, that with the recellee- 
tions of 1776, upon them, they had ceded away 
their people? They had done no such thine, and 
they did not now understand that the people who 
inhabited the ceded territory had ever been dis- 
turbed in the rights which they held at the time 
of the cession. The Constitution gave to Con- 
vress exclusive, but not omnipotent power over 
the District of Columtia, Neither Virginia, nor 
Pennsylvania, nor any other State, could come in 
here and legislate. Congress alone could levisiate 
here, but net without limitations. Those limits 
uons he had not heard stated precisely as he should 
state them, but he knew it was believed by sound 
jurists, in all parts of the country, that these limit- 
ations existed: first, the Federal Constitution, as 
far as it granted power; and, secondly, behind 
the Federal Constitution the power that made the 
Federal Constitution; just as the State constitu- 
tions first limited the State legislatures, and beyond 
the State constitution the power of the people of 
the State. He hoped that Congress, when they le- 
gislated for the District of Columbia would confine 
itself, first of all, to the strict limitations of the 
Federal Constitution; and if it wanted its power 
enlarged, it might go to the people of the States, 
and get an amendment of the Constitution to en- 
able Congress to do more within this District than 
the Federal Constitution now permitied it to do. 

He was not gomg to rest this question here, 
upon the abstract mght of the people of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to settle this question. They 
must confine themselves in this Hail to the’r own 
powers: if they found those powers expressly 
limited, or limited by honest, by fair implication, 
let them observe those linfitations. And if gen- 
tlemen from the North wished to hasten this ques- 
tion—if they wished to hurry the abolition of 
slavery upon the people of Maryland, before the 
people of Maryland, acting with the people of the 
District, voluntarily consented to such abolition, 
then, in God’s name, if they wished to preserve 
the Union, let them go to the proper power, and 
get the authority to do it. 

Now, in this view, when he came to the question 
of the slave trade in this District, he certainly 
would not vote for a dirétt act of Congress to pro- 
hibit the slave trade in the District of Columbia, 
because that was tantamount to abolishing slavery. 
Mark the distinction: as slaves were prohibtted to 
be brought fiom other States into Maryland when 
Maryland made the cession of her portion of the 
District, and as that was the law of the District at 
the time of the cession, he was willing to recognize 
in Congress the police power to preserve this muni- 
cipal regujation. If the foreign slave trade, the 
selling slaves brought from other States trom this 


| District into other States, were pronibinted by the 


law of Maryland, (as it was at the time of the ces- 
sion,) what else had Congress to do but to maintain 
the existing law? 

Now, this whole question could go the Commit- 
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tee on the Judiciary, or to the Committee on the 


s 


lt was 


nothered m 


District of Columbia, he cared not which. 
@ question which eould ne janger be s1 
committecs. He wanted it to go to acommitice of 
intelligence and patriotism, (and he knew both of 
these committecs to be of that character.) He de- 
aired the resolution to be reconsidered, and then 
he should vote to refer the subject to one of these 
committees, that they might miquire and ascertain 
by what legal ond constituuonal means (his slave 
trade (to speak of it in that sense) could be pro- 
hibited! and he should cheerfully vote for every 
law, for every regulation which looked to the 
Maintenance of exisut y laws; but he would not 
vote for any law, new or original, which, emana- 
ting from Congress, should touch the subject of 
slavery outside of the express grants of the Consti- 
tution. This he believed to be the most enlightened 
senument of his State. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, said he desired to say 
a few words in regard to this matter, although i 
was not his obj ct to enter into a discussion of the 
general subject of slavery, or of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. He believed, if he knew 
anything about the extent to which the slave trade ° 
(the forcign slave trade, as it had been termed,) 
was carried on in the District of Columbia, that it 
was a great evil; an evil for which, he thought, 
public sentiment, in most emphatic terms, de- 
manded a remedy; and he was as willing as any 
gentleman on this floor to adopt a proper reme dy, 
and comply with the demands of the people. Ete 
did not desire to enter into that mode of fevislation 
which was sometimes adopted by some imdividu- 
als, for what was called the agitation of the sub- 
jectof slavery. He did not desire to agitate this 
question of slavery as an abstract question, for the 
purpose of building up a political party; and God 
forbid that the organization of the political parties 
of this country should ever be compelled to turu 
upon the agitation which might be given to sub- 
jects of this character. ‘They had seen agitations 
of this character here, producing most baleful 
efiects. He desired, if they legislated upon the 
subject, that they should adopt that sound, wise, 
judicious legislauon which should conduce to prac- 
tical results, and remedy the evils which existed, 

He should vote for the reconsideration of the 
vote by whic! the resolution had been adopted, 
not that he was desirous to prevent any proper 
action of this House to prohibit the slave trade 
within this District, but he should do it desiring to 
see an cxamination of the question, and an adop- 
tion of such measures to prevent the evil, to break 
up the practice which was said to prevail here of 
making this District a mart for the traffic in slaves. 
He desired to see a resolution which should be 
temperate in its character directed either to the 
Committee on the Judiciary or on the District of 
Columbia, who would be expr cled to enter into a 
dispassionate, wise, and patriotic examination of 
this question He heard a great many opinions 
expressed in regard to what was now the law: he 
heard gentiemen of intelligence say that this trailic 
in slaves was in violation of the laws now in force 
within this District. [le did not profess to know 
what were the laws now operating here upon this 

uestion; and for the purpose of informing the 
louse and the country upon this subject, he de- 
sired that an examination should be had by one of 
the committees of the House, who should 1 port 
to them what were the laws which were in force, 
and what measures were necessary to correct the 
evils which existe d. 

He desired to do this without prefacing the res- 
olution with a preamble similar to that of the res- 
olution which had been adopted by the House; 
and he believed, although that resolution had re- 
ceived the sanction of a majority of the memlers 
of the House, that there was a large, an over- 
whelming majority here who desired to see what 
alterations were necessary to be made in the exist- 
ing laws, without prefacing the resolution which 
instructed the committee to make the Inquiry with 
a preamble of this character. He would say, in 
all sincerity and honesty, that he had no desire to 
inflame or excite the people of the South any more 
than the people of the North, in regard to this 
quesion. But whatever might be his ofinions in 
regard to this institution, (and they were known 
to every gentieman here; he had never, on any 
proper occasion, attempted to conceal the opinions 
which he entertained in regard to the subject of 
slavery,) he believed they had been in the habit of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


acing upon the principle which he believed was 
net demed by any gentleman on this floor, that 
this institution, in the States where it existed, was 
a jocal iistitation, and that Congress had no richt 
'o interfere with it. Why, the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Gippines] admitted, in every speech 
which he made upon the subject, that Congress 
had no right to go into South Carolina, Georgia, 
orany other State, and interfere with their domes- 
tre insututions, ‘Phe whole country concurred in 
this opinion. If, then, they had not the right to 
levislat® in regard to slavery as it existed within 
the States, why, he asked, should they bring up 
a resolution, prefaced with a preamble, which was 
calenlated to reflect upon the people of those States, 
and hold them up to the odimum of the country? 
Lie desired practical legislation; and he did not 


believe that practical legisiation-or practical results 


were to be obtained by using the power of this 
[fouse for the purpose of inflaming the public 
mind avainst the evil of slavery. 

Hiowever great he might consider these evils to 
he, and however much he might desire to see the 
insutution repealed, dsetroyed, eradicated—still, 
if he wished to express his opinions upon that 
question, he would go 





among his own constitu- 
ents—among bis own people —where he had a 
upon it. But he did not believe 
that any beneficial results could follow these at- 
tempts to inflame the public mind upon abstract 
discussions here upon squestions which were ac- 


knowledged 
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ved not to be within thelr control. 
Mr. GIDDINGS rose and inquired of the gen- 
tleman if he would allow him taask a question? 
Mr. SMITH. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I wish to inquire of the gen- 
tleman whether he intends to tax me or any other 


Certainly. 


member with using legitimate or improper argue , 


ments on this que sition of slavery £ 

Mr. SMITH. I made no charges against the 
rentieman, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman referred to 
the improper agitation of the subject on this floor. 
| want to know distinctly of him, whether he 
intends to eharge me with agitation here upon 
subjects over Which we have not supreme juris- 
diction: 

Mr. SMITIL was understood to say, that he 
had made no reference to the gentleman, except as 
saying, that in all his speeches the gentleman had 
admitted that Congress had no right to interfere 
with slavery in the States, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. ‘There is one other question 
which t desire to put to the gentleman. Does he 


want to continue and sustein the institution of 


slavery in the Districtof Columbia? Ll ask for an 
answer. 

Mr. SMITH. My own opinions, as I have 
stated before, are known to the House, and known 
to my own constituents. And whenever the ques- 
tion with reference to the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia is presented to my action, 
I shail be found ready to act upon it. I can tell 
the gentleman, that I shall not be disposed to leave 
the settlement of this question to free negroes or 
slaves in the District of Columbia. 

{There were some manifestations of applause 
at this part of the remarks of Mr. 8., which the 
Speaker immediately checked. ] 

Mr. 5S. continued. He desired thgt there should 
be wise, patriotic, and practical legislation. He 
desired to see the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia abolished. He believed that there was a 
majority of southern men here who concurred in the 
propriety of such a measure; and he was pleased 
to hear the liberal and patriotic sentiments which 
had been expressed by the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. McLane] on this question. It was an 
evil. To what extent it was carried on, he knew 
not. He had never witnessed it; but if the state- 
ments which had been made throughout the country 
in relation to it were true, the evil was one which 
Congress ought to eradicate, 

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane] 
had stated that there was a law of that State by 
whieh slaves were prohibited from being brought 
He (Mr. 8.) had understood that 
similar laws existed in the State of Virginia, and 
that they existed also in various slave States of 
the Union. If such was the fact—and he had heard 


1 on y - ? 
there for sate, 


enlightened and patriotic southern men say that | 


there was no southern State in the Union which 


would tolerate a slave pen such as that-referred to | 
in the District of Columbias-he would appeal to j) 


ject—he would appeal to those who were « 


existence of that Union—would object to the 
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his southern friends—he evould appeal to 


who were desirous of allaying agitatioi on this 


\0- 
dest 


of ceunteracting the evil influences which its 
tion here was calculated to produce on the 
mind—whether they would object to adopting yj, 
same legislation in the District of Columbia Whic} 
they acknowledged was right and proper : 
own States? 
object. 
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He did not believe that they woy q 
He did net believe that Patriotic &¢ it 
men from the South who were desirous to ype. 
serve the Union—he did not believe that centler, . 
desirous of maintaining that comity amone the 
different States which was essential to the 


very 
tion of such measures here as were required jn 


their own States as wise and proper, and the adop. 
tion of which would remove that ground of ¢, m- 


plaint now urged throughout the country, 
Mr. MEADE interposed, and asked Mr, 8. 


allow him to say a word in explanation. Pe 
Mr. SMITH having yielded the door— 
Mr. MEADE said there was no slave State jp 
the Union which prevented the sale of slaves to 


persons who intended to take them out of the State, 
or to remain with them. Many of the sowher, 
States had passed laws to prevent their introduction 
from other States. Virginia had once such a Jaw. 

Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts, rose to ask a 
question of the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. 
MEADE. | 

Mr. SMITH having again yielded the floor— 

Mr. MANN said that he wished to ask the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Megane] if he was 
not aware that there was in the State of Delaware, 
for instance, a law which prohibited any owner of 
a slave from selling that slave without the State? 
There was such a law, he could inform the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. MEADE replied that he had not had Dela- 
ware in his mind when he made his remarks. He 
ranked Delaware among the slaveholding States, 

Mr. SMITH said that the proposition of the 
gentleman from Virgima [Mr. Meape} or the 
genteman from Massachusetts [Mr. Mann] was 
altogether different from what he (Mr. 8S.) was 
discussing. He understood the law of Maryland 
to prohibit the introduction of any slave into that 
State for the purpose of being sold, or the carrying 
him out for that purpose. 

Mr. CRISFIELD interposed, and said that he 
had the law of Maryland before him, which he 
would be glad to have read. 

Tie law was sent to the Clerk’s table, and the 
fourth section was read, as follows: 


“Sec. 4. 4d be it enacted, That it shal} not be lawful, 
trom and after the first day of June next, to import or bring 
into this State, by land or water, any negro, mulatto, or 
other slave, for sale or to reside within this State: Provided, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to alter or 
annul any of the aects*now in force ia relation to the rights 
of non-residents to remove to-or from, or employ their slaves 
upon their islands in the Potomac river; and any person or 
persons Offending shall forteit, for every such offence, any 
negro, mulatto, or other slave, brought into this State con- 
trary to this act; and sueh negro, mulatto, or other slave, 
shall be entitled to freedom, upon condition that be consent 
to be sent to Liberia, or to leave the State forthwith; other 
wise such negro, or mulatto, or other slave, shall be seized 
and taken and confined in jai? by the sheriff of the county, 
where the offence is committed ; which sheriff shall receive 
ten dollars for every negro, mujatto, or other slave, 20 
brought into this State and forfeited as aforesaid, and scized 
and taken by him, to be recovered in an action of debt, in 
his own name, before any justice of the peace, as small 
debts are reeovered from the person or persons so offending; 
moreover, said sheriff shall receive five dollars for such 
negro, mulatto, or other slave, actually confined by him im 
jaél, and the usual prison fees now allowed by law; and any 
person or persons so offending under this act shall be pun 
ished by indictment in the county courtof the county where 
the offence shall be committed $ and upon conviction thereof, 
the said court shall, by its order, direct said sheriff to sell 
any negro, mulatio, or other slave, so seized and taken by 
him under this act, to the Colonization Society, for said five 
dollars, and the prison fees of any negro, mulatto, or other 
slave, to be taken to Liberia; and if the said Colonization 
Society will not receive such negroes, mulattocs, or other 
slaves, for said five dollars each, and the prison fees of exch, 
upon refusing, said sheriff shall, atter three weeks’ public 
notice, given by publie advertisements, sell any such negro, 
mulatto, or other slave, to some person or persons, with & 
condition that any such negro, mulatto, or other slave, shall 
be removed and taken forthwith beyond the limits of tus 
State, to settle and reside ; and said sheriff shal! report any 
sale or sales made by him to the county court of the county 
in which he resides; and after deducting five dollars and 
prison fees for each and every negro, mulatto, or other slave, 
sold as aforesaid, which shall be s@ttled by an account cur- 
rent, to be settled in said court, said sheriff shall pay ovet 
the balance of said sales to the treasurer of the Shore where 
he may reside: Provided, That this act shal) not be so con- 
strued as to prevent any person or persons residing in this 
or any adjoining State, and who hold in their own right or 
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i, right of any other persons, lands in both States within 
a n miles of each Other, from remeving their slaves to and 
fom said tands, solely for the cultivation and improvement 
of the same : And provided, aiso, The naines, ages, and sex, 

any siaves SO removed, shai be recorded in the office of 
‘ae clerk of the county court of such county in this State, 
whieh the said negroes shall be so removed within 
days after their removal.” 
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The section having been read— * 

Mr. CRISFIELD (under the courtesy of Mr. 
SyiTit) said that by the act of 1842, (chapter 214, 
Laws of Maryland,) persons who entered the 
State with a bona fide intention to become citizens, 
were at liberty to bring in their slaves, and hold 
chem as such in Maryland. It was the policy of 
Maryland to exclude the black race entirely from + 
her borders. She had made provision to limit 
the introduction of slaves. She prohibited their 
being brought into the State to be soltl, and also 
prohibited the introduction of free negroes, with 
ihe same view of excluding the entire race. That 

had been the policy which had gharacterized her 

levislation, and which was now embraced within 
her laws. 

Mr. C. sent to the Clerk’s table the act of 1842, 
which was read as follows: 

« Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland, That 
any person coming into this State for the purpose of resi- 
ding or remaroing, either permanently or te mporarily, may 
bring with him any slaves for life from any other State or 
territory of the United States, and may carry said slaves out 
of this State again, and return with them again: Provided, 
That the person introducing such slaves shall comply with 
the provisions of the act of Assembiy, passed at December 
session, in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, chap- 
ier filleen, so far as the same relates to filing a list of said 
saves, and paying money for the benefit of the Colonization 
society, and provided said slaves are not brought in this | 
State for sale”? 

Mr. SMITH resumed the floor. 

Mr. DICKEY asked him to yield for a mo- 
ment. 

Mr. SMITH said he did not desire that the 
wholeday should be consumed in this sort of cross- 
examination. He had merely desired an oppor- 
tunity briefly to express his own views. He de- 
sired to see some practical legislation which should 
remedy the evil; and if the vote on the resolution | 
should be reconsidered, he believed that a propo- 
sition might be adopted which would be found | 
satisfactory to a majority of this House, and which 
would accomplish the object. But he did not 
wish to see any proposition introduced here which 
would defeat the very object which gentlemen pro- 
fessed a desire to attain, 

Whilst he was on the floor, there was one other 
point to which he wished very briefly to refer. A 
day or two since, some kind friend had sent him a 
paper—a Free-soil paper published in Cincinnati— 
the organ of that party there—which bestowed a || 
itberal share of abuse upon him (Mr. 8.) upon the | 
charge that, as a.member of the Committee on 
Territories, he had voted against extending the | 
right of suffrage to negroes in California. He did || 
not know by what process the committees of this | 
House were furnished with reporters to take notes | 
of their proceedings, or at whose expense these || 
proceedings were furnished. ‘There had been a 
discussion in the House upon a proposition to em- | 
ploy reporters to report its proceedings. But he || 

did not know that there were reporters to take | 
down the proceedings of the committees. How- 
ever this might be, it appeared that his course had 
been reported as a member of the Committee on | 
Ferritories, and that he had been held up to public | 
odium for a vote which he had given there. It was 
true that he was not in favor of extending the right 
of suffrage to negroes in California. He had been 
as ardent and as consistent an advocate of free soil 
in that Territory as any gentleman. He desired 
to see the principle carried into that Territory; and 
when, as a practical man, he wascalied upon to pre- 
senta bill to carry out that principle, was he to load 
itdown with these ultra and extreme notions which 
would elevate the black man to the same social 
platform with the white? What hope could any 
man entertain of the passage of such a bill? What 
hope could any man have entertained of the pas- 
sage of that bill which received the sanction of this | 
and the other House of Congress, and which car- 
ried the principle of free soil into Oregon, if, as. 
the chairman of the Committee on Territories, he 
had incumbered it with these extreme views in re- | 
lation to the rights of humanity? He had never 
Seen a negro deposite a vote in the ballot-box of In- 
diana. The negro did not deposite his vote in| 
Ohio; nor did he believe that'this thing was done 
in any State of the Union without restriction, ex- 








appeared to make a suggestion to Mr. S.; 


| gress. 
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| cept it might be in Massachusetts or Rhode Island. 


vn } } j 
Probably it might be so there, but he presumed it 


was not so in any other State. [Some gentlemen 


when 


he continued :} Probably there might be three 


; such States. But could gentlemen expect that 


men acting here as practical legislators, earnestly 
and honestly endeavoring to carry out a publte 
measure, should load it down with extreme provis- 
ions, which, as every one knew, would insure the 


absolute defeat of the bill? And when he saw a free 


soil man advocating these provisions and anxious 
| to ingraft them upon such a bill, he (Mr. 8S.) was 


' compelled to doubt his sincerity; he was com- 


pelled to doubt whether he was sincere in his de- 
sire that free soil principles should be extended: 
west of the Rocky Mountains or upon the shores 


| of the Pacific; he doubted whether he was sincere 


in his professions, or whether he was not merely 


using this as an engine to promote his own politi- 


| cal prospects and to butid ap a party; because, he 


repeated, every practical man knew that a measure 
thus incumbered with ultra and obnoxious provis- 
ions would be defeated — provisions obnoxious 
not only to southern members, but to many mem- 
bers from the North. In the State of Ohio, the 


| proposition to allow negroes to vote had met with 
| no favor. 


It had met with none in New York; it 

had met with none in Connecticut, where it was 

recently submitted to the test of a popular vote. 
In his judgment, there was a vast difference be- 


| tween advocating the principle of free soil and 


advocating these ultra notions, which would place 
the black race on the same social platform with 
the whites. And he had never believed that those 
who desired the free soil principle to be carried out 
would advance these propositions, looking as they 


' did rather to the disorganization of society than to 
| the extension of that great principle. 


In regard to the abolition of slavery in this Dis- 
trict, ie entertained no doubt of the power of Con- 
He entertained no doubt of their power to 
abolish itatany moment. Put whenever Congress 
should exercise that power (and he would not say 
whether this was or was not the proper time for 
its exercrse)—whenever Congress should abolish 
slavery in this District, they should consult the 
wishes of the people of the District, and should 
make compensation to those who were the owners 
of the slaves held in bondage’ within its limits. 
However anxious he might be to abolish slavery 
here, he could not sanction the broad and sweep- 
ing proposition which had been made a few days 
ago by the gentleman from Massachusetts, which 
contemplated, at one fell swoop, the repeal of all 
laws recognizing the relations of master and slave. 

Mr. PALFREY rose in explanation, and was 
understood to say: all laws of Congress sustaining 
the institution of slavery in the District. 

Mr. SMITH. 1 understood the proposition of 
the gentleman to be, that at one single blow all 
laws or enactments sustaining the institution of 
slavery should be abolished. 

Mr. PALFREY. In the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SMITH continued. He haf not, he said, 
applied the remark to anything else. ‘The propo- 
sition was to destroy at once the institution of 
slavery here. Before that was done, Congress 
(having the power of legislation here) should in- 
quire whether they had the right to deprive those 
men who had invested their all in this property, or 
persons, (or whatever it might be called) and had 
made it available to them as capital—of all that 
they possessed, without doing them the simple 


justice of remunerating them. 


1 thought Congress had not the right to do so. 
They had the same right to do this (as a gentle- 
man from Ohio near him suggested) as they would 
have to repeal the law which gave that gentleman 
a title to his land. There might, indeed, be some 
great public necessity which required Congress to 
change existing relations; but when they did this, 
they mustat the same time do justice to the parties. 
They could not sacrifice private rights. Independ- 
ent of the question, whether the law of God rec- 
ognized property in slaves or not, the municipal 
relations by which we had been bound from the 
organization of the Government had declared that 
slaves should be regarded as property, and indi- 
viduals had vested their capital in it. If, therefore, 
Congress destroyed that institution, he would at 
least open the public treasury until justice should 
have been done to those individuals thus divested 
of that which the laws recognized as property; 
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and if necessary, he was willive to impose upon 
his constituents whatever taxation might be neces- 
sary to do this act of justice. 

He hoped that the vote would reconsidered, 
He hoped that the House would take away the 
preamble from the resolution, and would put the 
resolution itself in such a form as would lead 
to practical results, and accomplish the object 
which gentlemen had in view. 

Mr. SAWYER said he had heard this question 
discussed from time to time, and by one gentleman 

fter another, until it would really seem that there 
was no other subject could be discussed in this 
Hall but neero slavery. Ne arly half of the session 
had already passed away. ‘There were on the cal- 
endar som ~ ven hundred private bills yet to be 
acted upon, and petitions were coming here daily, 
asking that Congress would legislate on such mat- 
ters. In addition to this, there were some one 
hundred and Gfty or two hundred general laws on 
the calendar, and yet from morning to night, and 
from week to week, :Othing was talked of here, 
and nothing could get a hearing, that did not relate 
to negroes or negro slavery. 

Now, he would appeal to the good sense of the 
House, he would appeal to the patriotism of gentle- 
men here—to every consideration that was sacred 
in their minds in respect to the welfare and interests 
of the nation—to abandon this infamous manner of 
legislation, for such he must call it. He meant 
not to castacensure upon the House; but he must 
say, that a question had been agitated here for 
some time which the House ought to have done 
with: it.was one about which his constituents 
cared nothing; there were other subjects far more 
important and interesting to them. ‘The House 
was spending its time, day after day, to no prac- 
tical good, arguing abstract questions; and certain 
gentlemen seemed to aspire to nothing more than 
raising questions which must embarrass other gen- 
tlemen in the votes which they were to give. He, 
for one, would experience no embarrassment from 
this source. His constituents well knew this, 
‘They would not require him to give his vote, un- 
less upon some tangible and practical proposition. 

The session, he had said, was about half over. 
They had now a vast amount of public business 
to attend to. The people were suffering. All 
around, the voice of warning was heard. The 
cholera was approaching. Before one week, he 
predicted, it would be amongst us; and, in his 
judgment, if it should come, Congress could not 
be kept together one week afterwards. 

He would ask gentlemen to look seriously into 
this matter; to proceed to the despatch of the pub- 
lic business, and to let this abominable thing of 
negroes and negro slavery alone. ‘The people sent 
them here to do no such business. How was it 
with his own constituents, and with the constitu- 
ents of other gentlemen here? ‘There were ques- 
tions in which their interests were much more 
deeply involved, and which ought to receive their 
attention. 

The course pursued here reminded him of an 
anecdote which he bad heard of a little boy, who 
went to a woman in his neighborhood, to get her 
to patch his pantaloons. ‘The boy was like the mill 
boy of the slashes, when he went to the mill with 
his bag of corn, and the streamers hanging out be- 
hind. The woman asked him why his mother did 
not put the patch on for him. ‘ Why,” he said, 
‘she is busy at a sewing society, making clothes 
to be sent to the Greeks.”’ ‘* Well,”’ replied the 
woman, ‘ask your mother to come home and 
attend to her own household, and then, if she has 
time, she can attend to the Greeks.”’ 

Mr. S. proceeded to apply this anecdote to the 
cease of his own people, urging the necessity, on 
the part of Congress, of adopting proper measures 
for the advancement of their interests, and for the 
benefit of the laboring classes throughout the eoun- 
try. “The Greeks,” as John Randolph had said, 
‘were at our doors.” Let Congress legislate first 
for those whom the Constitution of the country 
had intrusted to their charge. Then it would be 
time enough to let our sympathies run out after 
this black population, that lived thousands of miles 
away,and who were not interfering with his or his 
constituents’ rights. 3 

He declared, in the presence of the House and 
his constituents, that the course that this House 
was pursuing was degrading to its character. And 
when thousands ef others were suffering from the 
fact that the time of the [louse was thus consumed 
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in these disgraceful scenes, he felt it to be his duty 
to ask the Speaker to inform him how he could 
get clear of the subject—whether by a motuon to 
lay on the table, or to postpone indefinitely, or by 
what other way. 

{(Sevenar voices: Call the previous question ] 

Well, (concluded Mr. S.,) f shall doso. And 
I am not afraid to vote upon it. | move the pre- 
vious question, and I will not withdraw tt. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I want the ear of my col- 
league fora moment. 
Mr. SAWYER. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
collearue- 

Mr. SA W Y ER. I want to ’ro to some other 
busines 

‘The ques 
the previous question, and there was a second; and 


No, sir. 


I want to inquire of my 


tion was then taken on the demand for 


the main question was ordered to be now taken, 
(which main question was on recormsidering the 
vote by which the resolution had been adopted. ) 

The yeas and nays (which had Leen ordered) 
were taken, 

Before the vote was announced— 

Mr. GOGGIN (addressing the Speal er) said that 
he did not rise to vote, not having been i his seat 
when his name was called. He was called out of 
the HLlouse, and could not therefore vote. Had he 
been in his seat, he would have voted in the ailirm- 
ative, 

The vote was then announced—yeas 119, nays 
Si—as follows: e 

YEAS —Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, Beale, 
bedinger, Birdsall, Bocock, Botts, Boyd, Boyden, Brady. 
Driulges, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charlies Grown, 
Vibert G. Brown, Burt, Butler, Cabell, Canby, Chapoimn, 
Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly U. Clarke, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Cristicld, 
Crozier, Daniel, Donnell, Dunn, Eckert, Alexander Evans, 
Featherston, Flournoy, French, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, 
Gentry, Groen, Grinnell, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haral 
son, Harris, Haskell, Hill, Hilliard, George S. Houston, 
Johan W. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, Iverson, 
Jameson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Join W. 
Jones, Kaufman, Kennoo, Thomas Butler King, La Sére, 
Levin, Ligon, Lincoin, Lord, Lumpkin, MeClernand, Vie- 
Dowell, Mekay, McLane, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, More- 
head, Alorse, Murph, Nes, Nicoll, Outlaw, Pendleton, 
Peyton, Phetps, Piisbury, Pollock, Preston, Rew, Bich 
ardson, Richey, Roman, Sawyer, Shepperd, Simart, Caleb 
R. Suith, Truman Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Charles E 
Stuart, Tallinadge, Taylor, Thomas, James Thompson, 
Jacoh Thompson, Richard W. "thompson, Join B. Thomp 
con Robert A. Thompson, Tompkins, Toombs, Van Dyke, 
Venable, Vinton, Wallace, Wick, Wiley, Williams, and 
W oodward—119. 

NAYS—Meesrs.pAbbott, Belcher, Bingham, Blackmar, 
Bianchard, Catheart, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Crauston, 
Crowell, Cummins, Daring, Dickey, Diekinson, Dixon, 
Duer, Edwards, Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Freediey, Fries. Giddings, Gow, Greeley, Nathan K. Hall, 
James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Henley, Heary, Hub- 
hard, Hudson, Hunt, Jenkins, James UH. Johnson, Kellogg, 
Danel P. King, Lihm, Witham T. Lawrence, Sidney 
Lawrence, Leifer, Lynde, MeClelland, Metivaine, Horace 
Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, 
Palfrey, Peasiee, Peck, Petrie, Pettit, Putnam, Robinson, 
Rockhill, Juhus Reckwell, Jonn A. Rockwell, Rose, Root, 
Rumsey, St. John, Sherrill, Silvester, Robert Smith, Stark 
weather, Strohm, Witham Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, 
Turner, Warren, Wentworth, White, Wilmot, and Wil- 
son SI. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

And the resolution being thus again before the 
Fiouse —_— 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, obtained the floor, 
and offered the following amendment, of which he 
had given notice some days since; and on that 
question he demanded the previous question: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire what legislation is necessary, to 
prevent the introduction of slaves from auy of the States of 
this Union into the District, for sale here or elsewhere, and 
that tiey report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan, rose and wished 
to ask a question. 

Mr. ROOT rose simultaneously, and inquired 
of the Speaker if the question could be so divi- 
ded as, first, to vote upon striking out the pream- 
ble, and, next, upon striking out the resolution? 

Before any reply was made by the Speaker— 

Mr. BOTTS rose.and moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

Mr. DUER called (if it was in order) for the 
reading of the original resolution, and of the 
amendment, 

Mr. RHETT rose and addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER interrupted, and requested the 
gentleman from South Carolina to give way until 
the Clerk had read the original resolution and the 
amendment 


Mr. RHETT. Is that resokrtion now before 
the House? 


The SPEAKER. The resolution is now before 
the House. 

The resolution and amendment were accordingly 
read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER announced the question to be 
on the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Borrs,} to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the yeas and 
nays@n that moon. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 94, nays 110—as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, Beale, 
Bedinger, Birdsall, Bocock, Botts, Boyd, Boyden, Bridges, 
Brodhead, Willtam G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burt, Cabell, Chapman, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. 
Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson K. W. Cobb, 
Mocke, Crisfield, Crozier, Daniel, Donnell, Alexander 
Evans, Feathersion, Fiournoy, French, Fulton, Gaines, 
Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Haralvon, 
Harris, Haskell, Hill, Hilliard, George S. Houston, John W. 
llonston, loge, Charies J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jameson, An- 
drew Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. Jones, Kautinan, 
Kennon, Thomas Butler King, La Sére, Levin, Ligon, 
Lumpkin, MeCternand, McDowell, McKay, McLane, 
Meade, Miller, Morehead, Morse, Murphy, Outlaw, Pendle- 
ton, Peyton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Preston, Khett, Richardson, 
Koman, Sawyer, Shepperd, Simpson, Stanton, Stephens, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Robert A. 
I! hompson, Tompkins, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Wiley, 
Williams, and Woodward—$4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbou, Belcher, Bingham, Blackimar, 
Blanchard, Brady, Butier, Canby, Cathcart, Clapp, Colla- 
mer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Cummins, Darling, 
Dickey, Diekinsen, Vixen, Duer, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, 
Embree, Nathan Evans, Paran, Farreily, Ficklin, Fisher, 
Freedivy, Fries. Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, 
Nathan K. Hall, Hammons, James G. Hampton, Moses 
Hampton, Henley, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, Hubbard, Had- 

n, Hunt, Irvin, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Kellogg, Dan- 
iel P. King, Lubin, Willian T. Lawrence, Sidney Law- 
renee, Leffler, Lincotn, Lord, Lynde, McClelland, MclIl- 
vaine, Job Mann, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Mortis, 
Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Nicoil, Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, 
Petrie, Pettit. Pollock, Putnam, Richev, Rockhill, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Roekwell, Rose, Root, Rumsey, St. 
Jolin, Schenck, Sherrill, Silvester, Smart, Caleb B. Smith, 
Robert Smith, Traman Smith, Starkweather, Charles E. 
Stuart, Strohm, ‘Tallmadge, ‘Taylor, Richard W. Thompson, 
William Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Turner, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White, Wilmot, and Wilson 
-110), 

So the House refused to lay the resolution and 
amendment upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been demanded on the motion of the gentleman 
from Indiwna [Mr. Smiru.]} 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Before the vote is taken, I 
would appeal to the gentleman who called the pre- 
vious question, inasmuch as | have been personal- 
ly assailed, to withdraw the motion. I make the 
appeal to him as a man of honor 

Mr. PETTIT moved that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative: Ayes 65, noes 101. 

So the Efouse refused to adjourn. 

And the question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question— 

Mr. DUER inquired of the Speaker whether, if 
the previous quesuon was sustained, the question 
would not be on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Suiru,] and then on the reso- 
lution, and whether there would be any opportu- 
nity to offer other amendments? 

The SPEAKER said, if the previous question 





was sustained, there would be no opportunity for | 


other amendments. 

Mr. SMITH ingnired of the Speaker whether 
he had a right to modify his amendment? 

The SPEAKER said the genteman had a right 


to withdraw the previous question for his ewn 


purposes. 

Mr. SMITH then modified his amendment to 
read as follows: 

That the Committee on the District of Columbia be in- 
structed to report, as soon as practicable, a bill so amending 
the presegt law in this District, as effectually to prevent the 
bringing of slaves into the District either for sale here, or to 
be suld and carried to any place beyond the District. 


Mr. MEADE inguired of the Chair, whether 
the gentleman had a right to move this as an 
amendment to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman had a right 
to modify his own amendment. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, appealed to the 
genteman from Indiana, [Mr. Smira,] to allow 
him to offer an amendment. He had no wish, he 
said, to take up any of the time of the House. 

Mr. SMITH adhered to his motion. 

‘The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Venasie and Wizson,) on the demand for.the pre- 
vious question, and was decided in the negative— 
ayes 71, noes 80. 

So there was not a second. 


Jan. 11, 


Mr. MEADE now offered the followine as an 
amendment to the amendment of Mr. Surry: 

And that the sar committee is hereby instruc ted to re 
port a bill more etfectually to enable owners to Cover thy 
slaves escaping from one State into another. 5 


The SPEAKER. The amendment of the opy. 
tleman is ouof order. It does not relate to | i 
District of Columbia. 7 

Mr. SMITH rose to a point of order. 

Mr. MEADE inquired what the decision of 
Chair upon his amendment was? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided the 
amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. SMITH said he would again modify hig 

®mendment, and demand the previous question 
upon it. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman migh, 
modify his amendment; but that the very jas: 
question taken was upon the demand for the pre- 
vious question, and that motion, therefore, was yo, 
in order. 

Mr. SMITH. Not upon that modification? 

Mr. VINTON rose to inquire of the Speaker 
if it would be in order to move to strike out the 
preamble from the original resolution ? 

The SPEAKER said he did not know any prin. 
etple upon which that motion would take prece- 
dence of the motion of the gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr. Smirn;] if the motion to strike out and insert 
should fail, a motion to strike out any part would 
sull be in order. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia moved that the House 
adjourn? 

The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
ayes 105, noes 61. 

The House adjourned. 


the 





PETITIONS, 

The following petitions were presented under the rule, 
and referred: 

By Mr. BLANCHARD: The petition of sundry inhabit- 
ants of Huntingdon county; Pennsylvania, for the immediate 
modification of the tariff of 1846, so as to give more protec- 
uon to domestic industry and manufactures 

By Mr. PETTIT: The petition of Enoch Thornley, of 
Indiana, praying that the gold of California may be used by 
the United States in the removal of the negroes froin the 
United States to Africa. 

sy Mr. SMART: Remonstrance of Joseph Jones and 219 
others against forming a new collection distriet with princi- 
pal port at East Thomaston, Maine. 

By Mr. NICOLL: The petition of Griffin & Puttman, 
George Dickey, and 87 others, citizens of New York, asking 
fora reduction in the rates of postage, and for the abolish- 
ment of the franking privilege. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 11, 1849. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of State, made 
in compliance with the act to regulate and fix the 
compensation of clerks in the different offices, ap- 
proved 20th April, 1818, and to the eleventh section 
of an act legalizing and making appropriations for 
such necessary objects as have usually been in- 
cluded in the general appropriation bills without 
authority of law, and to fix and provide for certain 
incidental expenses of the departments and offices, 
showing the names of persons employed in that 
department, including the Patent Office, with the 

| salaries; which was read. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial from the 
General Assembly of Arkansas, in favor of an ex- 
change of school lands, and a further grant of lands 
for public schools; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial from the 
General Assembly of Arkansas, asking appropri- 
ations for the repair of certain forts and barracks 
on the western frontier of Arkansas; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition from 
citizens of Brunswick, Maine, praying for a re- 
duction in the rates of postage and the abolition of 
the franking privilege; which was referred to the 
Commi:tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

| Mr. DAYTON presented a petition of William 
| Green, asking for a patent for the improvement of 
sheet-iron so as to make it similar to the Russian 
sheet-iron; which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents. 

__ Mr. BREESE presented a petition from Mary 
| Hall, asking a pension; which was referred to the 
| Committee on ee 


Also, the petition of Rhoda Abney, asking & 
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nension, 


nsions. a6 ra: 
a NILES presented a petition from William 


tacon and L. H. Bates, asking indemnification for 
“vantity of iron illegally seized by the United 
Sratess which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. - ie 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented a pe- 
sion from D. A. Watterson, for payment for ser- 
vices due him as clerk to the Surveyor General of 
Louisiana; which was referred to the Committee 


on Claims. 


which was referred to the Committee on 


a que 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would to- 
morroW, Or on some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to make Little Rock, Arkansas, a 
port of entry. 

BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, pursuant to 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to authorize the payment of invalid pensions in 
certain cases; Which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives in addition to an act in 
relation to military land warrants, approved Au- 
oust 14, 1848, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BREESE. Mr. President, I would say, 
in explanation of the bill, that there are sonte pub- 
lic lands in the States of Ohio and Indiana, the | 
minimum price of which ranges from one dollar 
and twenty-five cents to two dollars and fifty cents 
peracre. At the last session of Congress an act 
was passed authorizing officers, musicians, and 
orivates who had entered their land warrants, to 
locate’ them on these lands; but inasmuch as the 
act did not cover the cases of certain assignees 
and others, who had not at that time entered their 
warrants, the House of Representatives has sent 
us this bill. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. Mr. President, I have 
heard a great deal about the applications of these | 
individuals, and I consider it a very important 
matter. For one, I am opposed to it, and I trust 
the bill will not be passed hastily, but that the | 
Senate will consider it well before it be pressed to || 
a vote. I do not think that these assignees, many 
of whom have been speculating in soldiers’ land 
warrants, deserve any special legislation from || 
Congress. If my views of the subject are correct, 

I hope that the bill will not be discussed tll there 
bea full Senate, when it can be fairly and fully 
debated. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; but 
objection being made by Mr. Westcorr to its 
third reading at this time, it lies over ull to-mor- 
row. 

OTHER REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Pub- 

lic Lands, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of John Millikin and others, to secure cer- 
fain rights to preémption in the State of Louisiana, 
and for other purposes, reported the same without 
amendment. 
. Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisaina, from the Commit- 
tee on Pensions, to which was referred the bill for 
the relief of Patrick Walker, reported the same 
without amendment. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was subsequently read a third 
ume, and passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 
memorial of officers of the ordnance corps, pray- 
ing that the sixth section of the act of 23d Aug- 
ust, 1842, may be so amended as to apply to 
arsenals and armories in like manner as to other 
military posts, reported a bill amendatory of an 
act entitled ** An act respecting the organization | 
of the army, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
August 23, 1842; which was read, and ordered to | 
a second reading. 

EXPLOSIONS ON STEAMBOATS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, 
I see by the Journal that the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents has made a report in regard to steam naviga- 
tion, and the causes of explosions on steamboats. 
That subject has been for a long time under the | 
consideration of the Committee on Commerce, and || 
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they have been waiting for the appearance of this 
report, in order to present a bill or to make a re- 
port upon the various peuuions relating to this 
matter which are now before them. Ll understand 
that the report of the Commissioner of Patents 
has been referred to the Committee on Patents. I 
would move, therefore, that the reference be re- 
considered, and that so much of the report of the 
Commissioner of Patents as relates to sseam navi- 
gation, explosions on steamboats, and remedies 
proposed tor the same, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 
This motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A bill from the Elouse of Representatives making 
appropriations for the current and conuungentl ex- 
penses of the Indian Department, and for fulfill- 
Ing certain treaty stipulations with the various 
Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1850, 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expedicney of estab- 
lishing a post route trom Albia, the seat of jusuce of Mon- 
roe county, Via Chariton Point, in Lucas county, to Trader’s 


Point, on the Missouri river; also, from Garnuevillo, in Clay- 
ton, to Monona. 


INDEX TO LAWS AND TREATIES. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Benton, was next taken up for considera- 
tion: 

Resclved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he 
hereby is, authorized and directed to contract with a suit- 
able person tor compiling a synopucal index to the laws 
and Wweaties of the United States, in continuation of the like 
index compiled by order of the Liouse of Representatives, 
of loth May, }840. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I will merely 
say, that I only propose to continue a work which 
was brought down from 1789 to 1828, and which 


| is & synoptical index to all the laws passed by 


Congress up to that time, and also a double index, 
by date and by reference to the volume and page, 
so that, by looking under any head whatsoever, 
you can find the dime when any particular law was 
passed, together with a reference to the volume 
and page containing the law. Gentlemen, on look- 


| lag over the index, can take the word Florida, for 
| Instance, under which they will find these refer- 


ences: 
Laws U. S. 
Vol. Page. 
1819. March 3. Authority given to take posses- 
sion ol Kast and West Florida, 
upon ratificauon of treaty of 
February 22, 1819, and to es 
tablish a temporary govern- 


MUA THEFEIN ... cc ccescseecees 6% 425 
1821. March 3. Further authority tor same pur- 

POSE...0 00 pRtneeb ebsteseves 6 579 
1821. Jan. 15. Do. do. do. 6 592 


lo2l. Feb. 12. That part of West Florida lying 
West of the Perdido to be taken 
ON OE rs vencis seecenne 6 5G 


| 1822. Feb. 23. Measures to be taken to pre 


serve the timber on the public 
ee er 7 12 
1822. March 30. A territurial government estab- 


lished in Florida ........... 7 16 
1822. March 30. Certain rights and privileges se- 
cured to the peopie ot klorida 7 21 


1822. March 30.A Delegate to be elected to 
Congress ....20.s0. iatmocas 7 21 

1832. May 7. An act made by Gen. Jackson 

as See and an act of the 

City Coun®@ of St. Augustine, 

= repealed by Congress...... ea * 69 

These extracts are sufficient to show the manner 
in which the book is arranged. I refer-to this 


merely to show that, in one or two lines, you get 


| at once a view under your eye of every law passed 
| by Congress down to 1828, all arranged under 
| appropriate heads, giving the purport of the law. 


‘The object is to continue that work down to the 


| present time. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, the 
Commttee on the Library have now in charge the 
very question to which this resolution refers. ‘They 
have been considering the manner in which the 


index should be prepared, the terms of the con- 


tract,and the person with whom the contractshould 
be made. If this resolution be adopted, the Secre- 
tary will have to make further examinations, and 
a separate contract will have to be entered into, 
Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, | understand 


that the committee have been examining docu- 
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ments only. This resolution refers to the laws 
and.treaties alone. This ts a separate work by 
itself, referring to the statutes of Congress and trea- 
ties. [ merely wish a continuation of this work, 
unincumbered by any other matter whatever. An 
index to the documents may be very proper by 
itself, but it should not be mixed with this. [ 
should object to having the index for the laws af- 
fixed to the index for the documents, They are 
separate and distinct subjects in therr nature. The 
documentary papers are much more numerous than 
those of the laws, and it is necessary for conve- 
nience sake that they should be kept separate. I 
wholly object to mixing the two subjects. lam 
perfectly willing to have an index to the documents 
by themselves, and an index to the laws by them- 
selves, so that we may use one or the other with- 
out the inconvenience of having them mixed up. 
The resolution proposes the continuation of a 
work which has been brought down from 1789 to 
}828, and which is, in my opinion, perfect up to 
that time. I beleve that no alteration could be 
made in the plan for reporting a synoptical index 
which would. be an improvement upon the one 
which has been pursued in the arrangement and 
publication of this work. Besides, we want a 
continuation of this work, so that we may have all 
the laws which have been passed since its publica- 
tion added to it, and in that way have a view of 
every law upon every subject, arranged under 
proper heads, which a been passed from the 


, foundation of the Government down to the present 


time. 

Mr. MASON called for the reading of the reso- 
lution. 

The resolution was read accordingly. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, | made an in- 
quiry of the honorable gentleman from Missis- 
sippt (Mr. Daivs] which probably led him to make 
the observation that he made a moment since. I 
was not wholly satisfied whether or not this mat- 
ter should be referred to the Library Committee, 
not knowing what are the precise duties of that 
committee in relation to procuring the publication 
of an index to the documents, laws, and treaties, 
I have been informed, however, by a member of 
the other House, who is thoroughly conversant 
with the whole matter, that the Library Commuit- 
tee are confined to the documents alone, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, (in his seat.) They 
are to prepare a general index. 

Mr. MASON. 1 understood it was to be a gen- 
eral index to the documents. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, it 
was a general index which the Library Committees 
had under consideration, and the plan now being 
under the consideration of the committee, and a 
contract contemplated, | suggested only to the 
Senator from Missouri, whether it would not be 
better to refer this subject to the Library Commit- 
tee also, and let them take the whole matter under 
their supervision, 

How far the public service will be promoted by 
referring one branch of the subject to a committee, 
and the other branch to another authority, 18 for 
the Senate to decide. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, my proposition 
is for the continuation of an approved work. In 
it we have already an index which takes up the 
acts of Congress and treaties from 1739 to 1828. 
We have such a work, unincumbered with any 
other matter whatever, referring to the laws, stat- 
utes, and treaties alone. Now, we have that work, 
and at the time it was completed it was perfect 
It touk in all the laws and statutes down to 1828. 
What I now want is, the continuation of that work 
up to the present time. We do not want any 
other work upon the subject. I will undertake to 
say that any gentleman who will take the trouble 
to ‘examine this work will find it to be as accurate 
a work as could be devised. I object, therefore, 
to any reference of this subject to the Committee 
Gh the Library. Itis an old subject. It is an old 
and approved work. We have yt for nearly thirty 
year, from 1798 to 1828. We have it for thirty 
years, and we want it down to the present me, 
and ten or twenty years hence we shall want it 
down to that time. ) 

The index to the documents is another subject, 
and it will be a very voluminous work., Thatisa 
thing not yet decided upon. It is a new thing, 


and has been very appropriately referred to a com- 
mittee. , But the index to the laws and treaties is 
an old subject. 


It is an approved principle of 
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nearly thirty years’ standing, and we want no re- 


gy 
port of a committee upon ite 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I am sorry to 
trouble the Senate again, but | must say, that L 
think no one could state more distinctly than l 
have-done my disapprov il of any me asure having 
for its object the mingling of the index to the doc- 
uments with the index to the laws. But, no 
matter how old the index to the laws may be, the 
contract for ite continuation must be anew one, 
and the question for the Senate to decide is, 


“whether the public interests would be best pro- 
I 


moted by one general coutract, or by two parucu- 
lar contracts 

Mr. TURNEY moved to refer the subject to the 
Libs wy Committee, 

The question being taken on this motion— 

‘The RESIDING OFFICER decided that the 
ayes liad it. 

“A division was called for, and on the vote being 
taken, eleven voted in the affirmative, and sixteen 
iy the negative, 

No querum having voted, the question was 
14, noes 1s. 

So the motion to refer the subject to the Library 
Committee was disagreed to, 


main put, when the vote stood—ayes 


‘The question Wi 
the resolution, and it was agreed to, 
INVALID PENSIONS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, in pursuance of 


,a ked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to authorize the payment of invalid pensions in 


nates 


e¢ faihh Case 

Mr. JOHNSON, The Senate will remember the 
case. A bill was passed at the last session grant- 
ng a pension to Patrick Walker, who had been 
disabled in the service by the loss of both his arms. 
‘The bill eranted him a re msion for one year only, 
gestion being made that 
there was a general bill under consideration in the 


Ih consequence of a sug 


House of Representatives, and would pro! ably 
become a law, which would provide for all such 
cases. That bill never passed; indee d, there is no 
necessity for such a bill, for perhaps there 1s not 
such another case as this to be found. This man 
lost both his arms while gallantly fighting the 
battles of his country. After losing one arm he 
refused to leave his post, but continued serving 
the gun at which he was stationed until, by the 
luss of the other arm, he became entirely disabled. 
He conducted himself most gallantly, and is well 
deserving of the bounty of the Government. ‘The 
committee has reported a bill for continuing his 
pension,and | hope it will be passed by the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the said bill, as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

No amendment being offered, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. , 

The bill was then, by unanimous consent, read 
a third time and passed. 

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY BY MILITARY 
ORDERS. 

‘The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill for the relief of John P. Baldwin, owner 
of the Spanish brig Gil Blas. 

‘The question pending being upon the engross- 
ment of the bill— 

Mr. KING. Is there not an amendment to that 
bill ? 

PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no amend- 
ment. 

Mr. KING. 1 certainly was under the impres- 
sion that there was an amendment offered. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. There was an 
amendment offered, but there is none now pend- 
ing. The bill will be read for the information of 
the Senate. 

The bill having been read by the Secretary— 

Mr. BELL. was very reluctant to move the 
reconsideration of this bill. After a subject hag 
undergone discussion for two or three days, it is 
scarcely pardonable to renew the discussiog. | 
was not altogether satisfied, “however, with the 
examination that had been given to it; and, re- 
garding the question involved as a very nice and 
delicate question, I felt authorized to move a re- 
consideration, that we might examine the facts 
more minutely; and I must say that | am not yet 
satisied. I forbear to say anything upon the 
principle involved in the bill. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I do not rise Tor the 


i then taken on the passage of 


purpose of discussing the principle, but merely to 
say, that from all Ll have heard in the discussion 


| 
| 


upon this bill, it would seem to me that there is | 


some merit in the claim. The. main question 
seems to be as to the amount which the individual 
is entitled to claim. There are many things em- 
braced here which are not chargeable to the Gov- 
ernment. I am of opinion, however, that the 
vessel was,destroyed unnecessarily, and that the 
amount of the actual loss sustained by the peti- 
tioner ought to be granted to him. 
fore, to strike out all after the enacting clause, and 
to invert the following: 

| We did not obtain a copy of this amendment, 
It proposes to strike out all after the enacting 
clause, and insert a provision directing that the 
memorial be referred to the Secretary of the Navy, 
and that he be directed to make such compensa- 
tion as he may deem equitable and proper, not 
exceeding twelve hundred dollars. ] 

Mr. WESTCOTT. ‘The only difficulty was 
in reeard to the amount. Ihave no objection to the 
amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. We have already had a vote 
of the Senate determining that this claim is with- 
out merit. After much discussion, and upon a 
call of the yeas and nays, the Senate decided that 
there was no just reason why this claim should be 
paid by the Government. A reconsideration is 
moved, and the result is to give to the Secretary of 
the Navy the power to allow the claim. I hope 
the amendment will not prevail. 

The amendment was, upon a division, negatived 
—avyes 12, noes 2. 

On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the further 
consideration of the bill was then postponed. 
CAPTORS OF THE FRIGATE PHILADELPHIA. 

The Senate then proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whale, to the consideration of the bill for the 
relief of the captors of the frigate Philadelphia. 

The bill having been read— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved that it be 
passed over, on the ground that the Senator who 
reported it was not in his seat. 
arreed to. 

WIDOWS OF DECEASED SOLDIERS. 
Mr. BORLAND moved that the Senate take up 


7 : ; 
for consideration the Senate bill,to revive a portion 


of the act for the relief of the widows of deceased || 


soldi rs. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill referred 
to by the Senator is not on the calendar of private 
j i 
bill 


Mr. BORLAND. It ought to be there, for it is 


emphatically a private bill, though it has applica- | 


tion to numerous cases, ? 
Mr. BRADBURY. A resolution has been 
adopted by the Senate appropriating one day in 
the we@k to the consideration of bills upon the pri- 
vate calendar. Thus far we have made little or 
no progress, because, instead of taking up the 
calendar and proceeding with @he business in the 
order which the resolution contemplates, we have 
had, on special motion, other private bilis taken up 


irregularly, or bills of a public character taken up | 


and discussed. I hope we will follow up the spirit of 
the resolution, and proceed with the consideration 
of the business on the private calendar, in its reg- 
ular order. There are some peculiar cases of hard- 


favorable reports were made upon them early in 
the last session; and bills which have passed the 
other House have remaif€d upon our calendar, 
and have not been reached, simply for the reason 
that other and debatable bills have been taken up 
on special motion. Ll hope now that we will pro- 
ceed with the business in its regular order. 

Mr. BORLAND. I can assure the gentleman 
that this bill ean be disposed of in a very stiort 
time. It is one which cannot give rise to any dis- 
cussion whatever. 
last session. It is simply for the extension of a 
portion of the act granting pensions to the widows 
of deceased soldiers. If it is not on the private 
calendar, it ought to be there. It is for the relief 
of a few destitute and infirm widows. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I regret that I do not feel 
at liberty to agree to the request of the honorable 
Senator, notwithstanding his assurance that the 
bill will only occupy a few moments. Last week 
we took up a bill at the instance of an honorable 
Senator, which we were assured by him would 
not occupy three minutes. The bill, however, not 
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| sition of taking it up. 


I move, there- || 


Jan. LL, 


only occupied the whole day, but has bee, 


page nn * uy 

once or twice since. The bill which the So y : 
from Arkansas proposes to take up is a public | i 
7 Ail 

’ 


and that alone is a sufficient answér to the Propo. 
1 wil! go with the Ss nat . 

for taking it up to-morrow, and giving it such ey, 
sideration as its merits demand. . ee 
Mr. BORLAND. If the bill should give — 
to debate, 1 will consent that it be postponed. 8e 


Mr. BRADBURY. I should have less oie. 


tion to the proposition, were it not that [ thi 


uk, if 


| we commence breaking in upon the rule we hav. 


| 


established, other Senators who have bills equally 
meritorious will claim the like privilege. iit 

Mr. FOOTE. I do not see why we may no: 
take up this bill and act upon it, notwithstanding 
the possibility that there may be some debate uno, 
it. My own opinion is, that those bills which vive 


rise to no debate ought to have precedence, leayiy+ 


| those that will occasion debate to be acted on here- 


| after. 


| rule strictly observed. 


ry . it . es ’ “ = ° 
Vhe motion was |) relief? of Calvin Emmons, which had been read 


The bill was reported at the || 


'| necticut. 
ship which have remained untouched, although || 





| 


| cases. 
| paper, not being aware that the bill would be taken 
| up to-day. 


But it appears to me that this bill need not 
be posponed merely for the purpose of having the 
If it be found productive 
of debate, it may be postponed. 

‘The motion of the Senator from Arkansas was 
agreed to. 

The bill and amendments having been read— 

Mr. NILES desired some further information 
in relation to the necessity for passing this bil] 
from the chairman of the committee from which 
the bill was reported. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. 1 will state 
that the committee have received from the depart- 
ment a commumcation giving the number of these 
] am not at present In possession of that 


I would prefer that it be passed by 
until to-morrow. 

The further consideration of the bill was accord- 
ingly postponed. 


EXTENSION OF A PATENT. 


The Senate then proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whole, to the consideration of the bill for the 


twice and referred to the Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office, and reported back with certain 
amendments. 

Mr. NILES. This appears to me to be rather 
an extraordinary application. We are here asked 


| to renew a patent for seven years by special legis- 


lation, without any reasons being assigned why we 
should grant such extension. It will be undoubt- 
edly in derogation of the common rights of the 
community.. And the bill, as | understand i, 
makes a partial provision for the assignees, and 
only a partial one; for they are to compromise 


| and to make some further payment, | presume. 


Why are we called upon to interfere and to give 


| rights to the patentee, which are inconsistent with 
| the rights of the assignees? I am always opposed 
| to special legislation in such cases as this, The 


patentee, when his patent has not been available 
to him, from some cause which he cannot control 


/and without any fault of his own, may always 


obtain a renewal in the ordinary way. 
Mr.WESTCOTT. As I reported this bill from 
the Committee on Patents, it is proper I should 
say a few words in reply to the Senator from Con- 
The report which accompanies the bill 
gives the history of the bill; it states all the facts 
in relation to it. I will not detain the Senate by 


| adverting to‘everything that is contained in the 
| report; but if I can have the attention of the Sen- 


ator from Connecticut, I will inform him of the 
leading facts in the case. The petition was pre- 
sented to Congtess in 1845, but, upon its first pre- 
sentation, no action was had upon it. In December, 
1845, however, a bill for his relief was reported, 
but was not acted upon. In 1846 another bill was 
reported, it was read a first and second time, and 
nothing further was done. The claim was pre- 
sented again in 1847, and in December, 1847, it 
was again presented to the House of Representa- 
tives. On all those occasions, without exception, 
there have been favorable reports. 

A bill passed and was sent up to the Senate, 
referred to the Commiitee on Patents, and they 
made a report. The bill, as it came from the 
House, granted Emmons an extension of his 
patent for fourteen years. The'committee struck 
out fourteen and. inserted seven, and they putin 
another provision, that the extension of this patent 
by act of Congress should have no other or greater 
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1849. 


force 


ion of the patent laws. 
naient a 
re South, the rice-growing country. limay, 
reraps, have some eflect upon those portions of 
‘ye country Where they raise large quanulies of 
peat for exportation; but a machine of this kind 
stop expensive tO be used by small farmers. ; Its 
st amounts to several thousand dollars, The 
vidence in the case shows that Mr. Emmons ap- 
7 | for an extension of his patent in consequeice 
fthe great cost of the machine. [le made his 
pplicaulon to the Commissjoner of Patents fora 
epewal, but, In consequence ot some informality 
in his application, and not from any dehciency ol 
merit, he was unable to procure it. As | have 
ajready said, if the extension of this patent will 
operate injuriously upon any poruon oft the coun- 
iy, itis the South; and among the papers iled in 
‘ve ease are letters from many disunguished ciu- 
zens of the South in favor of Mr. Emmons’s claim 
for an ¢ Xte nsion. 

With respect to the suggestion of the Senator 
from Connecticut that this bill makes no provision, 

but partial provision, for the assignees, | regret 
that the Senator has not read the bill carefully. 
Why, the bill contains more tavorable provisions 
to the rights of assignees than any bik that has 

d the Senate or the Heuse of Representatives 
ithe last ten years. Itis framed witha special 
view to protect their rights. ‘The bill provides thet 
right to use the article shail inure to the puat- 
eviee upon this condition: that he shall fast en- 
deaver to compromise with the assignees, and in 
case they cannotagree, the matter shall be brought 
before the circuit court of the United States in the | 
nature of a bill in chancery, in order to settle the | 
the terms upon which the assignee shall have his 
priviege extended, Honorable Senators must be 
aware that the Sapreme Court of the United States 
has expressly determined in the case of Wood- 
ward, and subsequently in the case of Forsyth and 
Simpson, that im case of the renewal of a patent, 
either by the Board of Extension or by Congress, 
tie assignee has no right whatever to any exten- 
sion of his privilege. ‘They have determined so in 
several cases, in one of which Ll was engaged 
as counsel for the defendant. ‘This bill changes 
the policy of that decision of the court, by giving 
to the assignee the right to continue the exclusive 
use, if he desires to do so, upon equitable terms. 
I have always been a strenuous advocate for the 
rights of assignees, and this is the only mode in 
which those rights can be secured. If you say that 
that the assignee of a patent right shall be at lib- 
erty to use it ad libitum, without any additional 
payment to the patentee upon its renewal, there 
is no necessity for a renewal, there 1s no use if 
having a renewal, the patentee will receive ng 
benefit from it whatever. I will add one other 
observation. This bill is for the benefit of the 
widow and heirs of the inventor, it is not for his 
executors or administrators; it is for the benefit of 
lis family, and it ts but a just return for the im- 
mense value to the community of the invention, 
It is of incaleulable value, especially at the South, 
almost as much so as the cotton gin of Mr. W hit- 
ney, and it is calculated to be of suil greater value 
hereafler, 

Mr. NILES. I do not consider that the rights 
of the assignees are protected by this bill in any 
degree whatever. ‘They may have expended large 
sums of money “in the construction of the ma- 
chines; and the question is, whether, having pur- 
chased all the right which the patentee held at the 
time of such purchase, in regard to their respective 
localities, they have not a right to use the patent 
without further compensation? Nothing can be | 
more clear than thet they paid for the whole right | 
which the patentee had at the time; and when his | 
exclusive privilege expired, they, having expended | 
their money in the expectation of the continued 
use of the right, ought not to be compelled to re- 
purchase what they are already enutled to. I do 
not hesitate to say, that we have never passed a 
bill like this. We never have passed a bill of this 
kind without protecting assignees. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 am always disposed to favor 
any measure for securing to inventors an ample 
and fair compensation; but it strikes me that this 
bill, as it at present stands, is liable to a variety of 
objections. I doubt very much whether it will | 


sa the 
js ul 


carry out the intention which its friends have in 
view, 


It is so framed that it is impossible to ap- |} 





| signed to recoyer territorial claims. 


ply to it that construction which the court appled 
to the law upon. the 
patents in Le46. 
this: that an exciusive privilege 
purchased au interest which would endure no 
longer than the original term of the patent. Bat 
they went sull furthe r, And declared thata person 
who had acquired the right to use the patent, how 
ever that right might have been acquired, would 
retain the right, notwithstanding a renewal migiit 
be obtained. 

this: that the renewal of a patent put an end to th 


subject of the extension of 
Phat construction was precisely 


assignee of an 


"The result of that decision 1s simply 


Interest of assignees, exce pt so tar as the mere 
right to use was concerned, which falls more prop- 
€ rly under the denomination of a license. ‘This bill 
proposes to prolong the rights of the assignees 
beyond their original limitation. I have no ob- 
jection to that. ‘Lhe only object of the renewal of 
a patent, however, is to afford e¢ mpcnsatvion lo the 
patentee. The act of 1846 puts it upon that ground, 
And his right to the extension of a patent depends 
upon the contingency whether, in the judgment 
of the Commissioner, he had or had not already 
received adequate compensation. If he had not, 
then the patent was to be renewed. But of what 
value is it to the inventor if his patent is protected 
only for the benefit of others? The idea that all 
the assignments are extended and perpetuated by 
the extension of the patent is ulleriy inconsistent 
with the very object of the extension of the patent. 

But I believe this act goes still further; it pro- 
poses not only to extend the interest of the as- 
signee, but to make a new contract. Why not 
leave the parties to make their own contract? If 
they are not able to make a contract among them- 
selves, on What principle is it that you are to call 
in the aid of the circuit court? And here another 
difiiculty arises: | aim not prepared to say whether 
the court will take upou itself to act im the matter. 
The pill should certainly protect those who have 
expended money in the erecuon of machinery in 
the use of the patent, and | would therefore sug- 
gest to the honorable chairman of the committee 
so to modify it as to have the extension imure to 
the representatives of the inventor, with the simple 
modification of protecting the use in such cases 
and to such extent as 1t would be protected under 
the interpretation of the Supreme Court. If the 
bill be so modified, | shall have no hesitation in 
yoting for it; but as it at present stands, Lb shoui 
vote for it with @xtreme reluctance. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The bill is 
certainly open to one objection, Lt proposes not 
only the renewal of the patent, but it proposes to 
authorize a pew specificauion, which sliall cover all 
subsequent improvements lat have been made. 
It seems to me that eve ry gentleman must perceive, 
upoh the mere sugzgesuon of this lact, thatil covers 
su wide a ground that no one can comprehend 
how far itis to go. ‘There is nothing before us 
to show for what purpose this extended permis- 
sion is to be granted. But, without dwelling 
upon this, I recognize all the difficulues which 
are stated by the honorable Senator from Vermont 
in regard to these assignments. We passed a 
bill some two ytars ago contaming provisions 
somewhat similar to those which this bill con- 
tains, directing that an equitable adjustment should 
take place between assignees and inventors; and 
it has been a source of nothing but legal con- 
tests between the partes. Whether the court 
would take jurisdiction in such cases is not for me 
to say; but what sort of jurisdicuon is it which 
requires the court to dictate the terms of a contract 
between individuals? It seems to me to bea very 
extraordinary duty to be imposed upon the judi- 
ciary of the country. | agree maimly with the prin- 
ciple laid down by the Senator from Vermont. I 
have bestowed some little attention upon the sub- 
ject of the interest of assignees, and it seems to me to 
be reasonable that when a patent is renewed, those 
who have purchased the right to use the patent and 
have erected machinery, should be proiected; and 
that when you go so far as to protect the owner of 
the original patent, saving to the assignees the use 
which they have purchased, you have gone far 
enough. ‘The renewal of the patent was never de- 
And it is no 
part of our purpose to legislate for those holding 
assignments as territorial purchasers. 1| therefore, 
without troubling the Senate further, propose to 
strike out all after the thirteenth line, and insert 
the following: 


Provided} That all persons who now enjoy the right to 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


chan if it had been extended under the oper- 
If the extension of this 
fects any portion of the country injuriously, 
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use said patent shall be protected in the enjoyment of such 


us 

Mr. WESTCOTT. The terms of the amend 
ment virtually n illify the whole law .and render it 
entirely inoperative. The patent has now expired, 
and if any person who ts using it is to be permitted 
to continue in the free use of it, the renewal of the 
patent is worth nothing. 

Mr. DAVIS. I mean to cover the cases of pur- 
chasers who have prepared themselves for jis use 
by the erection of machinery. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. ‘The particular c&ses to 
which the Senator alludes would, under the bill, 
be the 
th 


subjects of equitable adjustment, as well as 
e cases of persons who had built machinery 
since the patent expired. Such persons would not 
be compelled to pay for theuse at the same rate at 
which a new purchase r would be axpected to pay. 
But this amendment virtual y extends the right to 
use the patent to all persons, and nullifies the 
whole law. No injustice could acerue to assignees 
by directing that they should secure the continued 
use of their richts upon equitable and just princi 
ples, throuch the intervention of the district courts 
of the United States; and I can see no difficulty in 
referring the matter to the decision of the courts. 
But if this amendment is to be attached to the bill, 
it renders it utterly valueless. 

Mr. BALDWIN. My honorable friend from 


Vermont is very correct in saying that the bill 


' would do great injustice to those who have put 


this invention in operation since the expiration of 
the patent, whether they were assignees of the in- 
vention, or whether they availed themselves of the 
common right which the whole community has to 
use the invention after the expiration of the patent, 
if we were now, without such an amendment as 
has been proposed by. the honorable Senator from 
Viassachusetts, to grant the exclusive right to the 
original patentee to prevent their enjoyment of the 


_use of the machinery which they may hav e been at 


i 


great expense In pulling in operation. | think, sir, 
that the amendment suggested by the Senator trom 
Massachusetts does not go quite farcnough, It pro- 
tects those who are now in the use of the machin- 
ery in the enjoyment of that use; but, sir, to do 
entire justice, it should not only protect those 
who are now in the use of the machinery, but 
it should prote@t ,their assignees. The assignees 
of that machine ry should also be protected in its 
This patent expired in 1843. Since that 
time the right to put up this expensive machin- 
ery has been conimon to all the people of the 
United States. The public has paid for this pight 
in the exclusive privilege which has been granted 
for fourteen years to the patentee, and when that 
exclusive privilege expired, every one who felt an 
interest in so doing was invited by the Govern- 
ment to avail himself of the privilege of using the 
invention, which had become common property. 
Would we not be doing them great injustice if we 
were to allow those persons who had thus ex- 
pended money in the erection of one of these ma- 
chines no beneficial use of his machinery, or if we 
were to limit to him personally the enjoyment of 
it, and prevent him from selling or disposing of tt 
to assignees, with the privilege of enjoying it in 
like manner? [ am utterly opposed to granting 
the exclusive privilege to use the original patent 
after it has become common property, without 
giving full protection to all existing rights, to those 
who have incurred expense in the erection of ma- 
chinery, whether such machinery were erected in 
pursuance of an original agreement with the pat- 
entee, or in pursuayce of common right. 1 move 
that the amendment be further amended by adding 
the words ‘‘ and his assignees thereof.’’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I have no ob- 
jection to that addition being made to my amend- 
ment, although | think it is almost necessarily in- 
cluded in the amendment itself. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 


Mr. WESTCOTT. I now move that the bill 
be indefinitely postponed; and I do so for the sim- 
ple reason that J consider the bill as now amended, 
as not of the slightest value to the heirs of the 
patentee or hts representatives. If such a provision 
were inserted in every bill, I should of course not 
complain on account of its insertion here. It would 
effectually stop all applications to Congress for the 
extension of*patents; and, hereafter, during the 


use, 


| brief period in which I shall continue to be a 
| memberof this body, I shall propose such amend- 


ments to every bill of a similar nature. 
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The motion was agreed to, and the bill was in- 
definitely postponed. 

PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill for the relief of James P. Seston; which, 
after having been amended, was ordered to a third 
reading, and was subsequently read a third time 
and passed. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill for the relief of William M. Blackford, 
late chaPvé d’eflaires to the Republic of New Gran- 
ada. . 

On motion, the bill was laid on the table, on the 
ground that the case was provided for in the gen- 
eral appropriation bill, 


The joint resolation for the religf of Ann Chase 
was considered !n Committee of the Whole, and, 
on motion, ordered to lie on the table. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Llouse bill for the relief of Sarah D. Bingham, 
wife of James H. Bingham; which, after having 
been amended, was ordered to a third reading, and 
was subsequently read a third ume, by unanimous 
consent, and passed, 

DESTRUCTION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in 
Committee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of 
the owners of the schooner Ticonie. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, Mr. President, I feel bound 
to oppose the passage of this bill; L feel bound to 
do it, sir, in vindication of the consistency of the 
Senate. The rule which has been adopted by the 
Senate, in a case of the same character, a short 
tume since, if adhered to in this case, and in cases 
of a similar character when brought before the 
Senate, will prohibit their allowance. The case is 
this: Vessels were employed by the army and navy 
to carry troops, provisions, and munitions of war 
to the coast of Mexico, and land them there. A 
short time prior to the attack upon Vera Cruz, it 
was thought necessary by certain officers of the 
army, inferior subordinate officers, (quartermas- 
ters,) to have certain articles landed immediately. 
That was one thing thought necessary. It was 
thought necessary, also, that the vessel that had 
these articles on board should take a particular 
position in the harbor, in order that they might 
be speedily landed. ‘The master of the vessel re- 
monstrated against the taking of this position, 
informing the quartermasters of the army, who 


_had ordered it to be taken, that in case a norther 


came up, the vessel would be lost. But the 
quertermasters forced the captain to take his ves- 
se! to his position, and, a norther coming up, the 
vessel] was lost. Now, sir, payment is applied 
for on the ground that this vessel was taken for 
the public service, placed in a perilous situation, 
and while in that position lost; and therefore the 
United States are bound to indemnify the owners 
of the vessel, thus improperly placed in a position 
where it was lost by officers of the army. Now, 
I want gentlemen, if they can, to distinguish be- 
tween the principle in this case and that involved 
in the case of the Gil Blas, destroyed to prevent 
its contents falling into the hands of the Indians. 
I should like to see my friend from Wisconsin, 
[Mr. Warker,] who I perceive is in his seat, dis- 
tinguish this case from that. This case proceeds 
upon the principle that it was taken for the public 
service by United States officers, and that, whether 
placed in the position where it was destroyed dis- 
creetly or indiscreetly, the Government is bound 
to indemnify the owners for their loss. I was in 
favor of the allowance of this case, when it was 
up before the committee, as a matter of justice; I 
think now, sir, it ought to be allowed. But I have 
no idea of. making fish of claims from one section 
of the Union and fowl of those from another. I 
desire to have justice equally meted out to all. It 
was for the purpose of showing that the principle 
in both cases is the same that | rose to address the 
Senate. 

Mr. WALKER. The gentleman from Florida 
calls upon me to distinguish between these two 
cases. Taking his word for it, theré is no differ- 
ence; if there be none, I am opposed to the present 
bill. I have not heard the report read, or read 
any statement of the case. he Senator from 
Florida chooses to assume that I am in favor of 
this case; but, as 1 before said, resting upon the 
evidence or siatement he has presented, 1 suppose 
there is no diiierence in the two cases. 


Mr. WESTCOTT. I supposed the Senator 
was in favor of the biil. 

Mr. BRADBURY. [rise to call for the reading 
of the report, and, after that is read, perhaps some 
explanation may be necessary from we, | having 
reported the bill. 2 

The report was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. BRADBURY. It is so apparent to all who 
will read the report that this claim is just, and the 
facts connected with it are so conclusively in favor 
of the claim, that I did not expect that a single 
individual in the Senate would be disposed to op- 
pose its allowance. In consequence, however, of 
the remarks of the Senator from Florida, 1t is per- 
haps incumbent upon me to make a brief explana- 
tion of the matter. This ts a case, sir, where the 
property of individuals was taken from the control 
of the owners, by officers of the United States 


army, in time ot war—at the period when the | 
attack upon Vera Cruz was about being made. 


This ship, for the loss of which remuneration is 
asked, had a cargo of mules on board, that were 
intended for the use of the army in transporting 
munitions of war, and at this time—just previous 
to the atlack upon Vera Cruz—certain officers of 
the army, deeming it of the highest importance that 
they should be immediately landed, directed the 
captain of this vessel to bring it into a position 
where that debarkation could be made most speed- 
ily. Although they were informed that the posiuon 
was such us would expose the vessel to be lost, 
they thought that the public interests admitted of 


no delay, and that the landing of these mules | 


should be effected at any risk, ‘The captain re- 
monstrated against placing the vessel in sach an 
exposed situation, but finally consented, upon the 
quurtermasters of the army assuring him that the 
vessel, while in that positon, should not be at the 
risk of the owners. 

This, sir, then, is a case which comes clearly 
within the principle recognized and acted upon by 
our Government. ‘The vessel was taken posses- 
sion of and used by officers of the Government, 
and there can be no question as to the order to 
take possession being a wise and discreet order. 
Nobody doubts that it was an order proper to be 
given, and beneficial to the army; and as such— 
as the quartermasters have themselves certified— 
the claim here presented is one that ought to be 
paid. It diflers from the case up the other day— 
which the Senator trom Florida stipposes is lost, 
but which | believe yet remains for the future 
action of the Senate—inasmuch as this is a case 
where the property passed entirely under the con- 
trol of our own officers, as has been shown from 
their orders, to have the mules immediately landed, 
they considering such landing as absolutely neces- 
sary in the prosecution of their military opera- 
uuons. | apprehend it is unnecessary for me to 
say more upon the subject, as the case comes 
Within the principle which was recognized by the 
Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. Waker,} and 
cannot be objected to upon any principle. The 
bill, lam happy to know, met the cordial support 
of the honorable Senator from Florida, when be- 
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, indiscreetly, and without sufficient cause 


_ sequences; and to my mind there was no n¢ 


| of House bill directing the mode of’ settline 


fore the committee for examination, he regarding || 


it as a claim of the jusuce of which there was no 
manner of doubt. 

Mr. WALKER. I would inquire of the hon- 
orable Senator from Florida what constitutes the 


difference, in his opinion, between this case and | 


the one before us the other day? 

Mr. WESTCOTT. 1 was ia favor, Mr. Pees- 
ident, of this case, when it was before the commit- 
tee, as | stated when last upon the floor, regarding 
itusa claim which, upon every consideration of 


justice, ought to be allowed. But, sir, uf the Senate 


are consistent in the application of the principle, 
which they set up in the case of the Gil Blas to 
all similar cases from different sections of the 
counéry, this claim cannot be allowed. 1 have no 
idea of letting a case slip through our hands, in- 
volving a principle we have established, that will 
present inconsistency in our acuon. Now, when 
the honorable Senator from Wisconsin asks what 
constitutes the difference in this case from that 
of the Gil Blas, | would reply that this is the 
case of a vessel from the State of Mayne, lost upon 


the coast of Mexico, while that was the case of | 


a Spanish vessel lost upon the coast of Florida, 
That is all the difference, sir; the great principle 
involved 1 consider to be the same. Lhe ot- 
ficer in both instances took possession of the 


\| property, and it was destroyed for the promo- 
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tion of the public interests—though | a 


pprehend 


: S - In this 
case particularly, the officers who vave the order 


to place the vessel in the situation in which j: was 
almost sure to be lost, were informed of the en. 
Cessity 
for placing the vessel in such situation, and hes 
fore they were very censurable in putting it thine 
As I stated when up before, I do not wish to 4, 
considered as opposirig the justice of the Claim: | 
only insist upon the Senate’s being consistent jn 
its rules; I have not stated that I should yor 
against this bill; I only desire to impress yo, 
Senators that they should be consistent in carr 
out their rules. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. . 


OTHER PRIVATE CLAIMS. 
The Senate then proceeded to the considera: 


Ipon 
Ying 


ion 
‘ ee re ; 2 the 
claim of Charles G. Ridgely. 

After a few remarks, the yeas and nays were 
demanded on ordering the bill toa third readips 

. oa 
and resulted as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury, Dayton, Doge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Hannegan, Johnson 
of Louisiana, Jones, Mason, Pearce, Phelps, and Sturgeon 
—14. : ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Breese, Bright, Butler, (4). 
houn, Clarke, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, felch, Fitz. 
gerald, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Georgia, King, Nijes 
Spruance, ‘Turney, Walker, and Westcott—19. 

So the bill was rejected. 


PIERRE CHOUTEAU. 


The Senate then proceeded to consider the bill 
for the relief of Pierre Chouteau, Jun., & Co., as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BELL. I do not think, sir, that there can 
be any objection to the passage of this bill. It is 
not proposed by the Senate committee to make 
allowance for the services of the Indian warriors 
who served six months in Florida in the army of 
the United States; that is a different question from 
the one here presented, although my individual 
opinion is, that a claim for such services, when 
presented, should be paid. This is a different 
claim, acknowledged by the chiefs of the nation 
who are responsible for its payment, and sent by 
them to this Government to be paid out of a fund 
belonging to the tribe, and held in trust by this 
Government. Its correctness is certified by the 
headmen and chiefs of the nation. The usual 
mode which these Indians pursue in reference 
toaclaim against them is, to assemble together 
in council, investigate the charges made, and, 
after settling among themselves the amount that 
should be paid, give the claimant a draft upon this 
Government for the amount of said claim. The 
Indians hold in their memorial, that if the Govern- 
ment would do them justice with reference to the 
service of one hundred and ninety of their war- 
riors in the Florida war for six months, it would 
not be necessary to trench upon the fund held in 
trust for them by the United States, and that there 
would still be a balance due them if the United 
States were to allow for the services of those war- 
riors, and pay out of that allowance the claim here 
presented. But, as I have said before, that isa 
different question, not at issue at the present time. 
The claim now before us was presented by the 
chiefs of this tribe of Indians to the Executive 
Government, to be paid by the Government out 
of the fund due them. 

Now, the only question which might induce the 
Senate to doubt whether it is expedient to pay 
this claim, arises under that article of the treaty 
which gives the disposition of this fund in the first 
instance to the Executive of the United States, to 
be used at his discretion. It was upon that ground 
that the Indians in their memorial suggested that 
this claim ought to be paid out of a sum that should 
be allowed for the services of their warriors in the 
Florida war; and that suggestion was taken into 
consideration by the Senate committee, but only 
in aid of the general proposition. 1 will just read 
for the satisfaction of the Senate that article of the 
treaty of 1831, under which any question that can 
be fairly made may arise. It is provided in that 


treaty, in the seventh article, that the fund arising 
from the sale of the land ceded by that treaty— 
land located in the State of Ohio—after certain 
| deductions and payments made in advance by the 
| United States out of the proceeds of the sale; I 











a 
“d 


1849. 


balance, whatever it may be, shall be paid 


gav the 


to the Indians; said fund to be conunued during ° 
A 


the pleasure of Congress, at the rate of five per 
cent. per annum on the amount of said balance, as 
anavnuity. The article further proceeds to say, 
“that said fund ig to be Continued during the 
‘pleasure of Congress, unless the chiefs of the 
‘said trive or band, by the mutual consent of their 
‘people, mn general council assembled, desire that 
‘the fund thus to be created should be dissolved 
sand paid over to them.”? ‘This stupulauon of the 
treaty they have complied with, ‘The chiefs did 
resolve, with the consent of their people in council 
assembled, that this claim should be paid out of 
tus national fund. But the difficulty in this case 
occurs with reference to the latter portion of this 
arucle of the treaty, which reads as follows: ‘* in 
‘which case the President shall cause the same to 
‘be paid, if in his discretion he shall believe the 
‘happmess and prosperity of said tribe would be 
‘promoted thereby;”’ that is, provided they shall 
apply for the payment of the fund in solido over 
to We ibe, and not for the interest as provided in 
the general provisions of the section. 

It will be seen, then, from this latter clause of 
the article, that payment out of this fund is re- 
ferred to the discretion of the President, although 
I know of no instance in which the President, in 
the exercise of his discretion, has ever undertaken 
wo pay over money in solido, as provided by Indian 
treaties. The President declines paying out a 
poruon of this fund, as asked to do by these Indi- 
ans to meet this claim, alleging that a poruon of 
this fund has been invested in stocks not now at 
par; and that, if they do make payment of the 
claim, in consequence of this investiture in stocks 
not at par of this money, the Indians or the Gov- 
ernment will suffer loss. ‘The report states upon this 
point that the Government are bound to make this 
fund a par fund; that is, it’ any loss is lo occur 
from this invesuture in stocks not now at par, the 
Government should bear it; and | think it takes a 
correct ground, for there is no provision in the 
treaty that was made that authorizes the Govern-. 
ment to vest the fund at all. The Government 
vested it at their discretion, as follows: in Mary- 
land State fives at eighty per cent. on the dollar— 
and the Senator from that State can judge how 
much they are now worth—and in sixes at the 
proportion and rate at which they are now held in 
market. Ltake it, sir, that Government has no 
right to object to the payment of this debt out of 
the fund, because, by an unauthorized act of their 
own, they havg invested that fund in stocks which 
are below par. 

In consequeuce, then, of the President’s refusing 
to exercise his discreuion under these circumstances, 
these parties come to Congress to have the claim 
paid. The claim is founded in very great merit, 
and is one of those claims in which the executive 
officer of the Government is very much compro- 
mitted, and the Government obligations very strong 
in favor of paying the whole amount they supu- 
lated to pay to this officer. This is a distinct claim, 
however; and if the tribe urge it, ldo not see how 
we can get over paying it. 

The question now before the Senate is this: 
These chiefs having assembled their nation in coun- 
cil,and the council having agreed this claim should 
be paid, have addressed a communicauon to the 
Secretary of War, over their signature, request- 
ing that the draft enclosed in that communication, 
signed by their chief, for the payment of the debt, 
be honored from out this fund. Under these cir- 
cumstances, | do not see that there can be any well- 
founded objection to the payment of the claim or 
the honoring of that draft. ‘The claimants have 
waited for their dues a long time; and one ques- 
tion before the committee was, whether interest 
on the amount due had not better be allowed. 
Under all the circumstances, however, the commit- || 
tee thought it best to simply present the naked 
claim, and to report a bill merely for the payment || 
of the claim out of this fund of thirty-six thousand || 
dollars, which the Government is bound expressly 
to pay over to these Indians whensoever called | 
upon, 

Mr. BORLAND. I desire to have an oppor- 
tunity to inform myself more fully upon the merits 
of this claim, and 1 think there are several other 
Senators who would like to do the same. I hope, 
therefore, the Senator from ‘Tennessee will allow 
the bill to lie over. 


Mr, BELL. The bill was very fully discussed || 


and examined at the last session: nevertheless, if 
the Senator insists upon it, it may lie over. 
Mr. BORLAND reiterated his wish: and the 
bill was accordingly laid over. And then 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, January 11, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, called for the regular 
order of business. 

HARBOR OF BUFFALO. 

The SPEAKER said, the first business before 
the House was the following resolution reported 
from the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, ‘That one thousand extra copies of the letter of 
the Secretary of War, and the accoupanying papers, in rela- 
tion to the harbor at Butfalo, New York, communicated to 
this House on the 6th instant, be printed for the use of this 
House ; and that two hundred and fifty extra copies thereof 
be printed for the use of the Bureau of ‘Topographical Eu- 
gineers, 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose to a point of order, 
and asked the Speaker what had become of the 
resolution [a laugh] which they had had before 
the House yesterday, relative to the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia. 

‘The SPEAKER replied that it was on the file of 
unfinished business. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. And we shall never 
reach it again during this Congress? | Laughter. } 
' The SPEAKER. Yes, when the House pro- 
ceed with the regular order of business, and come 
to the consideration of resolutions which lie over. 

Mr. WENTWORTH... ‘The Speaker would 
remember that 1 asked him this guestion yesier- 
gay, and was told it would continue the special 
order from day to day until disposed of. 

The SPEAKER (very doubtfully heard) was 
understood to reply that he had stated to the gen- 
tleman that the motion to reconsider had priority 
over all other business. If the resolution had re- 
mained before the House upon the motion to re- 
consider, it would have had priority this morning; 
but, the House having reconsidered the vote, it 
was now a common resolution before the House, 
and would take its place upon the calendar. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Can I not move to re- 
consider the vote by which the House refused to 
lay the subject on the table yesterday ? 

The SPEAKER. Any motion can be recon- 
sidered. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, inquired whether 
the gentleman from lilinois could make the motion 
to reconsider the vote adopted by the House yes- 
terday, while he (Mr. H.) had the floor upon the 
regular order of business ? 

The SPEAKER, No; he cannot. The gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Hatt] is entitled to 


| the floor, unless some gentleman rise to a point of 


order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 
leged motion? 

The SPEAKER. Not so as to authorize the 
gentleman to take the floor from another gentle- 
man. ° 
Mr. BELCHER. 
a question of mileage. 

The resolution which was in order was read, 
(as given above.) 

Mr. HALL of New York, obtained the floor, 
and said that, before submitting the remarks he 
desired to make upon the original resolution, and 


Is not mine a privi- 


/in reply to the remarks of the gentleman drom 


Georgia, [Mr.Toomss,] made when this resolution 
was the other day under consideration, he would 


offer the following amendment: 


And that the drawing and map attached to such report be 


| engraved on ascale not exceeding one-halt the size of the 
| Original, and that one copy of such drawing and map be ai- 


tached to each copy of the report ordered to be printed by 


| this House. 


The question being stated on the amendment— 
Mr. HALL said, that before the question was 


_ taken on his amendment and on the original reso- 


lution, he desired to submit a few remarks in 
reference to the character of the report proposed to 
be printed, and in reply to the reinarks the other 
day made by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Toomss.] He then’ proceeded to remark upon the 
character@f the report which it was proposed to 
print; and stated that the harbor at Buffalo had 
been frequently the subject of consideration in 
Congress; and that prior to 1845, divers plans 





I rise, Mr. Speaker, upon | 
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for its further improvement had been suggested. 
That in that year a board of commissioners was 
appointed by the Bureau of Topographic il Engi- 
neers, under the direcuon of the War Departinent, 
to consider and report upon the different plans for 
the improvement of that harbor. This board con- 
sisted of Lieutenant Co.ouel Kearny, and Major 
‘Turnbull, of the corps ot Topographical Engineers, 
and General Swift, an eminent civil engineer, who 
had, he believed, formerly held the position of Clue? 
of the Corps ot k-ngineers of the United States. 
This commission met at Buffalo, and, afier spend- 
ing several weeks in the consideration of the sev- 
eral plans for the improvement of the harbor, and 
in the survey and examination of the harbor, and 
the lake and river in its vicinity, made the report 
of which it was proposed to print 1,250 extra copies, 
al an expense, as had been stated by the chairman 
of the Committee on Printing, of fifteen dollare 
only. ‘Lhe eminent attainments of the gentlemen 
composing the commission was a sufficient guar- 
antee that the re port was worthy the consideration 
of Congress and the country; and it should be 
printed, that it might be preserved, and that copits 
of it might be distributed to some extent toe the 
population of the large territory which was inter- 
ested in this Linportant harbor. © 

in reference to the importance of this harbor, 
and the interest in the subject of this report, which 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. ‘Toomes} had 
asserted was a local one, confined to the people of 
the city of Buffalo alone, he desired to say that he 
conceded that the commerce of this harbor was, 
perhaps, of small importance when compared with 
that of New York city; but nevertheless, the com- 
merce of the portof Buffalo was not,as he believed, 
exceeded in value by the commerce of more than 
live or SIX ports On the seacoast of the Union. 

But to ascertain its comparative importance, he 
proposed to compare, in some respects, the com- 
merce of this port with the commerce and annual 
products of the sovereign State of Georgia. That 
was, perhaps, a fair subject of comparison. ‘That 
State was represented ou this floor by eight gentle- 
men of high character, great intelligence, and ex- 
tensive information; one of whom, (Mr. Kunae,] 
he was happy to believe, had reasonable expecta- 
uuons of presiding over the Navy Department, 
under the incoming Administration; and another, 
{Mr. Toomss,] if he had not been misinformed, 


‘had similar aspirations in regard to the War De- 


partment. ‘To this he would not object, were it 
not that it would mortify, himself and his constitu- 
ents to have an officer at the head of that depart- 
ment (which had charge of the improvement of the 
rivers and harbors of the country) whose imformu- 
tion in reference to the city of Buffalo, its location, 
business, and harbors, was so limited, that he coulda 
hazard the assertion that the interest in its harbor 
was purely local, and confined to the people of 
that city alone. 

By an official report of the commissioners of ‘he 
canal fund of the State of New York, 1 was shown 
that the property coming from other States which 
entered the Erie canal through this harbor in the 
year 1847 amounted to 659,996 tons, and was val- 
ued at $27,064,662, and that the value of the mer- 
chandise which went to other States through that 
harbor in the same year was $20,624,400. 

By the statement of Professor Tucker, of the 
University of Virginia, contained in his work on 
the progress of the United States, it appeared that 
the value of the whole annual productions of the 
State of Georgia, based, as he supposed, on the 
census of 1840, was only $35,980,363. The com- 
merce of Bulialo in 1847 was $47,689,062, as above 
stated, being a sum considerably larger than the 


_ whole ennual production of the State of Georgia, 


for their own consumption and for export. 

This commerce, it is estimated by the head of 
the Topographical Bureau, in an official report 
communicated to this House at the last session, 
will increase at the rate of about seventeen per 
cent. perannum. He also estimates that a popu- 
lation of nearly three millions of our citizens de- 
pends upon the chain of lakes, at the foot of which 
this harbor is situated, as the means of commu- 
nicating with a market; and that this population, 
thus dependent on the commerce of the lakes, was 
increasing at the rate of 3.41 per cent. per annum. 

To increase the faciliues for this commerce at 


| the harbor of Buffalo, the State of New York had, 


within the last two, years, appropriated more than 


, $300,000; and yet the gentleman from Georgia was 
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unwilling to iricur the expense of fifteen dollars 
. . 

for publishing 1,250 extra copies of a most Valu- 

able report in re lation to the improvement ot this 

harbor. 

The commerce of the harbor of Buffalo was 
connected, at that point, with a canal Which had 
cost the State more than twenty millions of dol 
lars, and from which was coli cied, at the collect- 
or’s office in Bullalo alone, in the vear 1847, for 
the tolls of that year, the lurve sum of $1,216,243 
AT. while the net revenue from customs In all the 
States south of Masen and Dixon’s line, for the 


year enditi ry June SO, In47, was only $1,837,764 i. 
1. 


and in Greorgia Only S30,6010 422. 
‘The gentieman trom Georgia appeared not to 
understand the location of the haypor of Butlalo. 


Tro show the gentleman where 1t was situated, h 


had brought a map, which accompanied a report 
of int colleague, the honorable chairman of the 
‘ A ; ’ : 
Committee on Naval Afiairs. By this map i 


appeared that Buflalo was situated on Lake Erie; 


end the tiouse would see that it was at the foot of 


a steamboat naviwation exceeding one thousana 
miles by the most direct route, through lake 
having more than two thousand seven hundred 
miles of coast. By a short portage these lake 
were connected with Lake Superior, which had a 
by aship 


coast a thousand miles in extent, and 
| and railroads from 


. ‘ . ic*sac 5 i yal 
canal irom ( nicago, and Canal 


other points, they were connected with the tribu 
taries of the Musst 
taries, with that great am 


Phislocation of Buflalo was therefore established 


ippu, and througn those tribu- 


! mignty river, 


hy Creo. rian authority. Thi map, tn ide | y hi 
colleague, hé thou rht, ought to convince the venti 
man from Georgia that this was the correct loca 
tion, and that most of the commerce of six States, 
which would soon be stx of the most productive 


States of the Union, centered in this hae vor: and 
for printing a valuable report upon such a harbor, 
he doubted not the Elouse, and even the gentleman 
from Georgia, would be willing to sanction the ex- 
venditure of a sum much exceeding the paltry sum 
of fifteen dollars. 

He had applied, personally, to the gentleman 
from Gé or@ia, in reterence to is OPPoOsSiuor to this 
resolution, and had been told his opposition was 
caused by his determination to economize in the 
expenditures of Congress. He was sorry that the 
economical spasms of the gentleman had occurred 
while this particular resoluuion, involving so paltry 
an expenditure, was before the House. If the 
rentleman desired an economical reform, he would 
endeavor to direct his attention to a subject worthy 
the efforts of a gentleman of his eiganuc intellect. 

We had a Post Office Department, from which 
statements were made or procured, at the last 
session of Congress, which showed that the cost 
of the transportation of the mail in the State of 
New York, for the yeal ending June 30, 1847, 
was $229,307, and that the net revenues from 
postage paid in that State, during the same period, 
amounted to $494,756 51. 
information would show the gentleman that the 


The same sources of 


cost of transportation in Georgia, during the same 
period, was $153,001, and the net revenues from 
postages only $59,508 90. Yet the last session 
established new post routes in Georgia, for which 
he voted, and should do so again. He did not 


desire to opject to these disproportions, or to 
seek to have them abrovated, tor the benefits of 
nearly every appropriation and expenditure were 
unequally distributed; but he thought that com- 
mon justice and common vene rosity require d that 
the gentleman from Georgia should not object with 
such energy to the expenditure of $15, in relation 
to such a harbor as Buffalo, because he alleged 
that his own constituents were not interested in 
the expenditure. ‘The gentleman opposed this 
expenditure, and he opposed the printing of the 
eXtra copies of the Patent re port; and if he recol- 
lected aright, the gentleman had said on both oc- 
casions, that he should rather vote for buying 
Webster’s Spelling Books and the New ‘Testament 
for distribution among his consttuents. 

Mr. CONGER here suggested to his colleacue, 
(Mr. Hatx,] that the gentleman from Georgia, 
{ Mr, ‘Poomps,]} in his remarks opposing the print- 
ing of the report of the Commissioner of Patents, 
named also Comic Almanacs. 

Mr. HALL proceeded. He presumed the geen- 
tleman from Georgia and himself, in relation to 
these questions, desired to consult the best inter- 
ests of their constituents. If there had been any 


alarming want of these useful publications in his 
(Mr. H.’s) district, he should have been most 
anxious to supply their most pressing need; and 
thatif this resolution and his amendment passed, 
he would propose to give the gentleman from 
Georgia and his constituents the tair share of the 
benefit of the expenditure. The gentleman, in 
case the resolution as proposed to be amended 
should pass, would be enutled to four copies of the 
report in question; and he proposed to take them, 
and to procure tor the gentleman, m exchange, two 
COPICS of Webster’s Sp ling Book, and two copies 
of the ‘Testament, for the benefit of his consutu- 
ents; and to make the proposition entirely accep- 
table, he wouid endeavor to precure, and throw in 
a copy of Morse’s School Geography and Atlas. 

Nr. HL. said he had prepared himself with other 
statistics, in reference to this question, but they 
might appear to be sectional in their character, and 
he was the last man in the House who would 
willingly volunteer anything which might seem to 
increase the sectional teelings which, he was sorry 
to say, existed in this House. He should, there- 
fore, not refer to them; but, believing that he had 
said enough to insure the passage of the resolution 
and amendment, and believing that the best re- 
trenchment in this Elouse would be in the unneces- 
sary length of speeches, and the best economy the 
economy of time, he would yield the floor, that the 
que slion might be taken on the amendment and 
resolution. 

Mr. HALL, in the course of his remarks, yiel?- 
ed the floor to his colleague, [Mr. Concrer,| who 
made the following explanation: 

Mr. CONGER said: | desire my colleague to 
allow me to say a word on this subject, out of his 
time, as | shalPhave no other opportunity, unless 
[should happen to be fortunate in my atempt to 
obtain the floor. 

it was said by the gentleman from Georgia, 
{ Mr. ‘Toombs,] who, the other day, opposed tits 
report, that there had been gross and flagrant 
abuse in the action of the Committee on Printing, 
at the present as well as the last session of Con- 
gress, in recommending the printing of large and 
extravagant pumbers of documents. Now, it so 
happens that the two notable attempts whith have 
been made in this tlouse to reduce the printing 
recommended by the committee have been put 
forth on proposiuons involving an expenditure in 
the aggregate of less than forty dollars. ‘The first 
attempt at retrenching what the gentleman from 
Georgia |Mr. ‘Toomps| is pleased to call extrava- 
gant and infamous abuses, made at the last session, 
was upon a report in favor of printing extra copies, 
where the whole amount of expenditure involved 
was only twenty-three dollars! The next instance 
is the violent Opposition of the gentleman from 
Georgia on the report now under consideration, 
the adoption of which will involve au expenditure 
of fifteen dollars ! 

Now, if gentlemen are desirous of becoming 
reformers, and making an effort in good faith to 
retrench eXpenditures in printing, why do they 
confine their Opposition to proposillons involving 
compuratively insignilicant amounts? Why do 
they not allow their voice to be heard wheh it is 
proposed to make large draughts upon the treas- 
ury? If the genteman from Georgia is alarmed 
at the magnitude to which he says this abuse has 
grown, Why does he not seek to retrench when 
thousands are involved, and not so trivial a sum? 
W hy did he not oppose the extravagance incurred 
by ihe motion to print the large number of the 
President’s message and the accompanying docu- 
ments, made in the House, when the reference of 
the resolution to the Committee on Printing (where, 
in accordance with the provisions of the law under 
which the prinung is executed, it should go) was 
refused? Why did he not oppose the prinung of 

a very large number of extra copies of the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, a motion for 
which was also made in the House, and not by the 
committee? Why did he not oppose the printing 
of extra copies of the report of the same officer in 


relauon to receipts and expenditures, which the | 


[louse did not see fit to refer to the committee, 
and which they‘had nothing to do with? Why 
did he not go for retrenchment on the motion to 
print extra copies of the Land Office report, and 
the report of the Superintendent of the Goast Sur- 


vey, both ordered by the House, without any re- | 
port from the committee? In all these cases, large | 


amounts were involved, and good opportunity was 
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offered for gentlemen, who are now shocked 
expenditure of fifteen dollars, to prove the 
faithful guardians of the treasury. But yo: 


is heard when there is a chance to save hese 
to the treasury. Atthe last session, the cenrey, 
from Georgia, I believe, wen® for the rint bie 
a large number of extra copies of the id, 
known as the War Correspondence—a doc, a 
which, in my judgment, was of as Jitth in as 
ance to be sent forth to the country as al . 
have ever printed, and the printing of whi ; 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing, i 


prir 


posed. If the gentleman is opposed to 
books for the country, why did he not ina 
to save the expense of this publication, 
amounted to several thousand dollars? [f° op: 
men are really in favor of reforming the actio: 
the committee or the Elouse in prinuing too Jarey 
let them make the effort when it will tel! on 
treasury to the saving of something more th; 
few paltry farthings. ‘here are Opportunities f 
saving thousands of dollars on a single d 
if we print too much. . 
Bat 1 will not abuse the indulgence of my 09) 
league by entering at length into this discussion 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, said tha he 
had not taken the floor with any desire or j a 
tion to protract this discussion; but that, as a mem. 
ber of the Committee on Printing, whose Shares 
had been referred to, it was proper that he should 
not suffer the occasion to pass without making 
few remarks. Fle did not propose to expend hy 
of the time of the House upon the extrayazay: 
and profligate expenditure of fifteen dollars, jp. 
volved in the printing of the copies of this report: 
nor did he intend to take part in the discussion of 
the point whether comic almanacs suited the |ir- 
erature of the constituents of the gentleman fro 
Georgia, (Mr. Togmss,] or whether the Bible suited 
their religion or their lack of religion. He cared as 
little for these matters as he did for the fact wheth¢ 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr.Hatt,} fro: 
his local position, was interested in having this 
report printed or not. He desired simply to sta 
the facts connected with this contemplated appro- 
priation, and then to proceed to lay before the 


iN 


WI! 


OcumMent 


| House some facts concerning the system of publi 


printing, as it now existed, and as it was now con- 
ducted. 

‘The proposition was to print one thousand copies 
of the report of a survey of the harbor of Butlaio— 
not because it would be an accommodation to the 
gentleman who repres®nted the city of Buffalo, but 
because the Committee on Printing supposed that 
a report made by the competent officer of the Topo- 
graphical Engineers upon the subject, wasa matter 
upon which the country might desire to be cor- 
rectly informed. With that view, the printing was 
recommended, and not for the purpose, as he un- 
derstood it, of giving to the gentleman who represent: 
ed the district any particular favor by a report re- 
lating toa local or personal subject. The connection 
of this harbor of Buffalo with the lake commerce 
and marine of Iowa, Wisconsin, Minesota, and 
Canada, and its importance in reference to military 
and naval purposes, seemed in the judgment of the 
committee, to justify the appropriation they had 
recommended, without reference to what might be 
supposed to be a proposition to favor a particular 
item in a system of internal improvements. 

It seemed to him that the gentleman from Geor- 
gia [Mr. Toomss] had been suddenly seized with 
an enthusiastic desire for reform in relation to this 
expenditure of fifteen dollars. It might be all 
allowable; probably it was laudable. But the gen- 
tleman seemed to imagine that the Committee on 
Printing had been egregiously extravagant in their 
recommendations for the printing of extra num- 
bers of public documents. 

Now, withoat desiring to evince any very rabid 
desire for retrenchment, he would inquire, what 
were the expenditures under the old system com- 
pared with those which were now made for the 


execution of the public printing? 


The gentieman from Georgia was correct In one 
point—he was correct in supposing that there had 
been more printing done during the last session 
and during this—to the extent to which this session 


| had gone—than was probably ever before executed 


for any previous Congress, or probably would be 
required for any future Congress. ‘That fact had 
resulted necessarily from the increased army ana 
navy operations, from the diplomatic correspond- 
ence, and all the detailed operations of the even's 
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and occurrences connected with the Mexican war, 
id with the acquisition of New Mexico and Cal- 
“fo pia. ‘To this cause was to be added the na‘*ural 
as of the business of the country with the 
ation and progress of the country. Yet, 
ander this additional and proper increase, 
the facts stand in relation to the expendi- 
Mr. T. read the following statements: 

statement of the prices of Ritchie § Heiss and 

Vendell ¥ Van Benthuysen. 


in 
| opul 
even 
how did 
tures? 
Comp gattve 


Number of Prices of Wen- Prices of 








mber of | A 2 
- wes. copies. detl & Van Ritcivie & 
: | senthuysen. Heiss. 
mila ntof2. 13D el ie 
Pee a 1235 3 46 y 42 
Do....100 1sgsd | 86 SO 35 50 
Do... 330. 10,000 484 25 1.350 56 
Do... 296. 16,355 5,927 27 16.-25 05 
Do..1,184.) 35,335 13,281 50 41,825 3: 
j ee ee 
19,724 71 O.251 53 
19,784 71 
0,457 12 


"Showing a difference of sixty seven per cent. 

Wend i & Van Benthuysen’s bill tor the 80th 
Congress, Ist Session, amounts tO......... 

Ritchie & Heiss’s bill, for the same work, 
would have DEON. ..cccc cece cecesvencveces 


$101,632 00 


307,975 00 
Showing asaving under the present contract, 

Lo Government, Of .eccesccecce coves pang 206,343 00 

Under prices paid to Gales & Seaton, for the printing of 
the 27th Congress, the above work would have cost $441,921; 
showing a saving from their prices of S310,2°9, 

This statement, Mr. T. said, was believed to be 
correct; but, being no practical printer himself, he 
had relied on the officer ef the committee, who pre- 
pared it. He did not pretend, upon printing, upon 
points of order, speeches upon fifteen-dollar ap- 
propriations, and such like things, to be eminently 
able to gain newspaper eclat, s 

Mr. TI’. next read the following: 

Levtract from the statement of the publie printers. 
1. The amount received by us for the printing now com- 


ee ner Cera cn ae $101,632 
At the.priees received by Messrs. Ritchie & Heiss, ! 

the cost WOuld NAVE DEEN ..6.06 ccccccccccccsces 007,975 
Atthe prices received by Messrs. Gales & Seaton, 

the cost would have been... ...6.5 cccccces ccvees 441,921 


Showing a difference of 206.343 from Messrs. Ritchie & 
Heiss’s prices, and $340,259 from those of Messrs. Gales & 
Pealon. 

Mr. T. said that this table was furnished, or at 
Jeast handed to Him, as a statementebelieved to be 
correct by the proper officer of the committee; per- 
sonally he had no doubt of its accuracy. 

Mr. T. then read the following: 


QM ru Concress—Gales & Seaton...... e006. . 189,202 65 


231n Concress—Ritchie & Heiss....... 2.0000! $157,874 20 
12,678 52 
$170.532 72 





These statements, Mr. T. said, were furnished 
by the Clerk of the House, and were believed to 
be correct. 

This exhibit showed that under the former sys- 
tem, the rates were triple or quadruple more than 
those paid under the present contract system. 

When Mr. T. read that portion of these tables 
which set down the amount paid for the printing 
of the first session of the present Congress at 
$101 ,632—- 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to inquire of the gentle- 


man from Kentucky [Mr. THompson] whether | 


this sum of $101,000 included documents which 
had not yet been delivered—for example, the Pa- 
tent Office report? 

Mr. THOMPSON. I presume it includes every- 
thine. ia 

Mr. SCHENCK said that the gentleman did 
not seem to understand his inquiry. He desired 
to know whether the documents which had been 
ordered to be printed, but which had not yet been 
delivered, were included in the sum for which bills 
had been rendered ? 


Mr. THOMPSON replied, that by the law and | 


the action of the committee documents were never 
paid for until delivered to the binder—the delivery 
to the binder being considered a delivery, under the 
contract, from the printer. As to the tardiness of 


the work, or the amount of it accumulated on hand 
and unperformed, the gentleman knew as much as 
he (Mr. T.) did. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK said that he did not know 
whether this contract system was likely to benefit 
he country or not. 
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He, for one, was anxious it should be adopted. 
But he would say, that the 


Vy printn had been 
worse done, and more slowly done, since the adop- 
tion of that syst 


before. 


em, than it had ever been done 
A ereat proportion or the work iad, ie 
thought, been miserable in point of style 


, and had 


beén executed so slowly as almost to amount toa 
denial of the execution of the order of the tious 
A portion of the Patent Office yet 
been delivered. Could the gentleman tell him 
whether the charge for the whole ninety thousand 
copies of that report which had been ordered to be 
printed were included in this sum? 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had no doubt they 
were included in this account; but not havine the 
accounts before him, he could nat positively say. 

Mr. SCHENCK then suggested that \ 
the eleventh of January, and they had not yet 
seen the copies which were ordered to be printed 
of the President’s message with the 
ing documents, 

Mr. HENLEY asked the centle man to yi ld 
the floor to allow him to say a few words. 

Mr. T. having yielded— 

Mr. HENLEY said that he understood the gen- 
tleman to say, that the printing had been done not 
near so well, and much more slowly under the 
contract system than formerly. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Such was my impression. 

Mr. HENLEY said, that so far as concerned the 
character of the printing, he admitted that it had 


t 


report had 1 


this was 


acconipany- 


not been quite so well done, nor upon as good 


paper, as it was done by Blair and Rivess not quite 
as good as by Ritchie and Heiss, nor so good as 
by Gales and Seaton. 

But the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Tuomr- 
son] had gone on to show that sixty-seven per 
cent. had been saved on the price of the printing. 
The contract system was now in its infancy. It 
had so far succeeded well; and if continued, it 
would continue to do so. It had been done about 
fifty per cent. cheaper than before. 

In relation to the amount of printing, he wished 
to state a fact, for which he held himself respon- 
sible. The printing was now being,done twenty- 
five per cent. more expeditiously than it ever had 
been done since the year 1819 by any one else. 
Gentlemen could look into the fact, and they would 
find it to be so. 

He would also referto another point. An opinion 
seemed to prevail here that the committee had been 
extravagant in reporting in favor of printing large 
numbers of documents. The charge had 
thrown into his teeth by those whom he supposed 
would be called his friends—sometimes tauntingly 
and insultingly—that the committee had been ex- 
travagant, and neglectful of the public interests. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he was not one of those 
who made complaints against the committee. His 
objections Jay against the working of the system. 

Mr. HENLEY said he had not referred to the 
gentleman. He (Mr. H.) was not afraid of the 
responsibility which attached to him as a member 
of any committee. But he was unwilling that 
these wholesale charges of profligacy and disregard 
of the interests of the country in reference to the 
public treasury in the discharge of its duties, 
should be brought against the committee. The 
committee had made every effort at‘reform. In 
almost every instance where the committee had 
endeavored to cut down the amount of printing, 
the House had overruled them, and in 
instances by the votes of those very gentlemen who 
were now abusing the committee for extravagance. 
He had felt that great injustice had been done to 
the committee, and in some instances almost in- 
tentionally. tie hoped that the attention of the 
House would in future be drawn more particularly 
to: these matters, and that when the committee 
again reported in favor of reducing the number of 
documents, they would not be overruled by this 
House, and then taunted with extravagance. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON now resumed the floor. The 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Heniey] seemed to 
speak with some warmth on this matter; for his 
own part, he feltnone. It was true, as he had stated, 

that more printing had been done than at any 
former period, because the interests of the country 
required it. Lut it had been done not by the order 
of the committee, but of the House. By the law 
of 1846, it was made the duty of the committee to 
report the cost and their opinion upon the proprie- 
ty of printing extra copies. The matter wasalways 
settled by the House, not by the commitiee. The 
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some 
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recommendation of that committee went only for 
what it was supposed to be worth as coming from 
r committee of this body. It was always in the 
power of the House to contre! the number and 
extent of the documents that should be printed 
As to the Patent Office report, (which had been 
referred to by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Hencey,]) it was an agricaltural paper, suited to 
Iarme! Commerce, by coast Surve ys, astronomi- 
cal observations,and such things, was fostered and 


Manufactures, also, by iaw, and by 


promote 
the publication of everything to promote their in- 
countenaneed. Were not faftmerse 
the great basis and substratum of society? Thoogh 
remotely benefited by that which aided commerce 
and manufactures, surely we should not object that 
farmers should sometimes come in contact with, 
or have cognizance of the existence of a Federal 
Government, beyond the occasional receipt of a 
letier through the post office. ‘They contributed 
to the support of that Governme nt,and hada right 


at least to some of its benefit 


terests, were 


But a word upon the charge of extravagance 
Llow was that committee 
constituted, and how did it act? 


arainst the committee. 
Last ye ar, as now, 
in this House, the gentleman from New York, 
{| Mr. Concer,| the gentleman from Indiana, | Mr. 
Hrntey,] In the Sen- 
Cameron, BDrapsury, and Green, 
consututed it; and now, Unperwoop, 
Cameron, and Jounson. This, except upon the 
point of extra printing for each Hlouse, was the 
Joint Conimittee on Printing. But for the better 
understanding of the matter, he would read the 
law. It was as follows: 


and himselt, composed it. 
ate, iviessrs, 


Messrs. 


‘Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That a committee, 
consisting Of three menubers of the Senate and three mem 
bers of tie House of Representatives, shail be cliosen by their 
respecuve Houses, whieh shall constitute a committee on 
printing, which shall have power to adopt such menusures a4 
may be deemed necessary to remedy any neglect or delay 
on the part of the contractors to execute the work ordered 
by Congress, ind to make a pro rata redaction in the com 
llowed, Or to retuse the work sitogether, should 
it be lafertor tothe stuidard; and in all cases the contractor 
and his securities shall be responsible for any increased ex- 
penditure consequent upon the non-pertormance of the con 
tract. ‘The commuattee shall audit and pass ipon all accounts 
for printing; but no bill shall be acted upon for work thates 
notactually executed and delivered, aud which they may 
reqtire to be properly authenticated. 

“Seo. cd. eind he it further resolved, That all motions to 
print extra numbers of any bill, paper, or document, in 
either House, shall be referred to the members of the com 
inittee of that House, who shall report upon the propriety of 
printing, and the probable ¢ Xpense thereof, as early as con 
venient. And all expenses tor printing shall be paid trom 
the contingent fund of the two Houses, in proportion to the 
number of copies ordered by each, except the expense of 
composition, which shall be paid by the House which shall 
have first ordered the printing of the paper or document; 
and if there shall be asecond composition, it shail be paid 
for by the House which shall authorize and direct the same 5 
and when extra copies of any document or paper shall be 
ordered by both Honses, they shall be delivered to the two 
Houses simultaneously, in proportion to the number of 
copies by them respectively ordered. 

“Sree. 4. And be it further resolved, That all laws and 
puts of laws now in force, not in conformity with the pro 
Visions of this joint resolution, be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 

** Approved August 3, 1&45."? 


pensalion ¢ 


This contract system nqw in existence was en- 
acted to withdraw from the great metropolitan 
press here in favor with the party in power for the 
time being a part of that patronage upon which 
it battened. ‘The Executive printing, (the press 
being the organ of its party,) was sufficient to up- 
hold a worthy press. The Congressional printing 
superadded, was only calculated to devote the press 
to a party, not to the country, to principle, or even 
to propriety, 

It was true, the Whig party was now in power. 

| He would, if it could be consistently done, give 
every encouragement to the ‘ Intelligencer’’—a 
most prudent, patriotic, conservative, and if not 
always right, always dignified and able paper—all 
the countenance and encouragement that long ser- 
vice and honest, patriotic efforts deserved. 

The fault of the law was not the fault of the 
‘committee. The committee had reserved five per 
| cent. on all work done, that the House or the 

committee might eventually enforce the contract, 
according to the law of retainer provided for. 
The committee never, that he remembered, when 
one House ordered printing, and the type had 
been distributed, ordered a second composition. 
The House often ordered extra printing without 
referring it to the committee—often overruled the 
committee. The law, perhaps, though it stood as 
law, being a mere regulation of the rules of pro- 
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ceeding of the House, he would not say was 
obligatory; and that, as such, it had been disre- 
garded by the Speaker and the House by ordering 
extra copies over the head of the committee, with- 
out the reference contemplated by the law. 

The inferior work or paper he did not defend. 
A new system, or economical system, deserved a 
fair trial; and the committee desired also a fair 
judgement. 

The House » and not the committee, on a new 
and untried system, (but an economical one,) 
were, if there be blame, reprehensible. The great 

» principles of public poliey that dictated the sepa- 
ration of the public printing from the public press 
certainly ought to be feasible; it was practicable. 
He was for economy, despatch, creditable execu- 
tion and typography, and not for pretended re- 
form. 

He had been in favor of the proposition of the 
gentieman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asumun,] to 


engage reporters for this House; and he thought | 


this matter of reporting and printing not here gen- 
erally well understood. He did not pretend in 
detail to understand all the minuuz connected with 
their functions, but he believed that the contractors 
for the public printing were zealously and honestly 
doing, under low prices and much embarrassment, 
their best to fulfill their contract. He was per- 
suaded the committee had attempted diligently to 
execute the law of 1846, and to fulfill their duties. 
jut it should always be remembered that the 
usual number of reports, executive communica- 
tions, (heing 1,300 or 1,400,) were always printed, 
or almost always; and the only grievance that 
could well oceur, as to the excess of extras, must 
be from the negligence of the House, or the fault 
of the committee. For his own part, he felt no 
pride of opinion whether the system be continued, 
or the extra copies printed, 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, asked the gentleman 
to withdraw the motion, so as to allow the ques- 
tion to be taken upon the resolution. 

Mr. VINTON said he had, some days ago, felt 
it to be his duty to state to the House the reasons 
which would constrain him to urge the appropria- 
tion hills to definitive action at as early a day as 

ossible. 

Mr. HALL said that the report was now in 
type. He had moved the previous question, but 
hed withdrawn it, on the request of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Tuompson,] and with the 
understanding that he should renew it. 

Mr. VINTON. If we can get the previous 
question, | have no objection to waive my motion. 

Mr. HALL thereupon demanded the previous 
question, 

Mr. HARALSON inquired of the Speaker 
whether the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Hau] had the floor to make the motion ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman had the floor 
with the assent of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vinton. } 

Mr. HARALSON. I trust, then, that the pre- 
vious question will be voted down, and that an 
opportunity will be given to my colleague [Mr. 
Toomss] to reply to the remarks which bave been 
made. 

Mr. HILLIARD inquired of the Chair whether 
it was in ordec to call for the orders of the day? 

The SPEAKER said the hour had not yet ex- 
pired. . 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, ard decided in the negative. 

So there was no second. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. VINTON then renewed his motion. 

And the question having been taken thereon, and 
decided in the affirmative— 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union,(Mr. Smita, 
of Indiana, in the chair.) 

The committee, on motion of Mr. Vinton, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations ‘for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year ending June 30, 1850. 

Mr. EMBREE was entitled to the floor. 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, rose and desired to call 
the attention of the committee and of the House to 
the fact, that under existing special orders made 


by the House, it was improbable that, in the reg- 
uiar order of business, the message of the Presi- 
dent could be reached and acted upon during the 
present session. 

The CHAIRMAN (interposing) said he would 
remark—— 

Mr. COBB said he was merely about to make a 
suggestion, and would not detain the committee 
more than a moment. He thought that the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. 
Vinton] and the whole House would see the pro- 
priety and necessity of referring the message. It 
would not take up much time to dispose of it; and 
he appealed to the gentleman to let it be taken up, 
so that the resolution referring the message might 
be reported to the House, and the messagé referred 
to the appropriate committees for their action, 
otherwise the end of the present session would 
arrive and the House would adjourn without having 
made any reference of it. He presumed that this 
was not contemplated by any gentleman, 

Mr. VINTON, in reply, said, that at the time 
the President’s message was last under considera- 
tion, the committee was engaged in a debate upon 
the tariff—a subject of which they would never 
see the end. And it was apparent that the whole 
session would pass away without the reference of 


the message, if that debate should be continued. | 


It was his intention, however, on Monday next, 
to move that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union be discharged from the consid- 
eration of the message, and that it should be brought 
into the House, so that it might be referred. He 
thought there was no other way of disposing 
of it. 

Mr. COBB said he would very cheerfully ac- 
quiesce in the suggestion of the gentleman from 


Ohio, [Mr. Vinron.] He (Mr. C.) hoped that the | 


motion would be made by the gentleman at that 
time, and that the message would be referred 
accordingly. 

Mr. VINTON. If I can get the floor on Mon- 
day, I shall certainly make the motion. 

Here the conversation dropped. 

The committee then resumed the consideration 
of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

The state of the question was this: 

The following item being under consideration: 


For compensation and mileage of Senators, members of 


the House of Representatives, and Delegates, $708,200. 


Mr. EMBREE had moved to amend it by insert- | 


ing the following: 


Provided, Tiat the mileage of members of both Houses of 


Congress shall hereafter be charged upon the shortest mail 
route from their places of residence, respectively, to the city 
of Washington. 


And Mr. STEPHENS had moved to amend , 


the amendment, by striking out the word ‘* short- 
est’’ and inserting ** usual.’ 


And the pending question was on the amend- | 


ment to the amendment. 

Mr.EMBREE resumed the floor, and proceeded 
to address the committee. 

After a brief introduction, in which he stated 


that he had been little accustomed to address pub- || 


lic assemblies, and therefore that the House need 
not expect to be entertained with any displays of 
eloquence from him, but that he should only at- 
tempt to bring forward some plain arguments, and 
present some facts in support of the amendment 
which he had a few days since moved. He pro- 
ceeded to say, that on the 11th day of last month 


he had offered a resolution, which resolution had | 
been adopted by the House, which was as fol- 


lows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means in- 
quire into the expediency of adopting a more economical 
system of public expenditure: First, By reducing the salary 
or pay of all officers of Government one-fourth, where the 


| salary or pay exceeds one thousand dollars per annum, and 


the Constitution does not prohibit such reduction. Second, 
By estimating the mileage of Members of Congress and 


Delegates of Territories by the nearest mail route from the | 


city of Washington to the post office nearest the residence 
of each Member or Delegate. Third, By providing, that 
after Congress has been in ses-ion for three months during 


any Congress, the pay of Members and Delegates shall be | 


reduced one-half from that time to the close of the session. | 
And by such other economical provisions as to said com- | 
mittee may seem right and expedient: and that said com- | 


mittee report by bill or otherwise. 


He might say, that at the time he had offered 
the resolution, he had never consulted with any 


member of the House upon it; in fact, it had been | 


prepared at the last session of Congress. The 


| genteman from New York [understood to be Mr. 


GREELEY] and himself, it was true, had conferred 


| 
' 
| 
| 
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_ lieu of the nearest route by lard, as was the us 
at the time of the passage of this law. 





Jan. Il, 
in relation to that matter; but this ver : 
had been prepared at the last session 
been offered by him eleven days re 
appearance of the exposé in the ‘Tribu 
subject of mileage. 

In what he was about to say, he had no con 
plaint to make against any member of this ae 
for the mileage he had received; but he had nian, 
plaint to make against the law under which ” 
mileage was allowed; and he regretted that th; 
matter had been made a personal matter. ” 

When the law which was now in force jn rela. 
tion to mileage was first passed, the mode of tray. 
eling from the residences of members of Congress 
to Washington was on horseback, by the nearest 
and best routes. Since that time, in the general 
progress of improvements, the modes of tray 
had been changed, and the usual routes were now 
by steamboats, railroads, &ce. The river, lake 
ocean, and railroad routes were now adopted, ‘. 


Y resolution 
» and it had 
VIOUS to the 
ne upon the 


eling 


age 
: In CONse. 
quence of the change in the mode of traveline 


resulting from the improvements of the times, we 


| found that the mileage of members of Congress 
| had been more than doubled, and that without 


any change of the law whatever. He thought the 
amount of mileage given to members of Congress 
was altogether sufficient; was too high at the time 
the law was passed; but the sum had veen doubled, 
and it was now certainly toe high. 

He expected to show that the mileage of mem- 
bers of Congress at thts time was not only unjust, 


| but unequal and excessive, and therefore that the 





law ought to be amended. For this purpose, he pro- 
posed to refer to some calculations which he had 
made, and to which he wished the committee to 
give their attention, so that they might be dis- 
tinctly ungerstood. 

He would read from a tabular statement, which 
he had prepared from the books of the Sergeant. 
at-arms, certain plain facts, which would present 
in a much stronger light than could be presented by 


any lengthened argument, the glaring abuses and 


extravagances which took place from year to year 
in the allowance of mileage to members of Congress 
under the existing law, and which imperatively 
called for a reform. 


Mileage and Pay of Members of Congress, for second 
session thirtieth Congress. 
By reference*to the books it will be seen: 
I. Mileage. 

That the agzregate amount of mileage received by twenty 

members of Congress is Only. ...... 0.000. 0046 $1,919 WO 
While the aggregate amount received by twenty 

CCT MEMES IB oo..0.cse000es vo0c snc essa ence eee 








The average amount for each member of the first 


twenty is less than.......secssees ce eae RaRae 100 00 
While the average received by each of the second 
SN Sli ieee Cnaseoteastuesas Re 





Each of the latter receives on an average more 





than each of the former..........0. ceeeeesees 1,642 00 
The aggregate amount of mileage of ten members 
OUR un s-0se0 sedkdeeeckh canketaderuneees re 


While the aggregate amount of ten others is the 
ENOTMOUS AMOUNT Of ...... 00.0 ceeeecseseeeees 19.233 00 





eae 
The average received by each of the first ten.... 72 40 
The average received by each of the second ten.. 1,923 39 


—— 


—_—— 


The ten latter received twenty-six times as much 
as the ten former. 
II. Mileage and per diem. 
The average amount of mileage and per diem of twenty mem- 
bers (for the present session) is for each about ¢816 0 
The average amount of mileage and perdiem of | 
twenty Others is ADOUt........seecceceveeeeses 25407 00 


asian 
a 
Pay per day of each of the firsta little aver...... 9 2 
Pay per day of each of the second more than.... Q7 | 
—_ 
Average amount of mileage and per diem of thirty 
Representatives and Senators is for each (for 2 00 
the present session) abOUt........eceeeeeeeees 222 00 
Average amount of thirty others each about...... 810 
a 





Or for each of the first more per day (for the pres- 
Ril CUNT DER sis cs cwlbadbcnn vdees U0utadses' We 
While for each of the second a little more than.. 9 


Ss 


| 


— 





Average amount of mileage and per diem for four 
Senators, for each about.........0ccceeeseeees 3,006 00 
Or more per day (Sundays included) during the 
Present Session than,  ..... cece eeeeeeeeree 33 00 
If these Senators received the full amount of books 
voted to new members, they would receive for 00 
every day of the session about........s000008) 40 
The per diem pay of the members of each house is eight 
dollars; but with the mileage it amounts, for many of them, 
to from twenty to twenty-five dollars per day. 
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